
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Term School opens on the morning of: School closes on the afternoon of: 

Autumn Thursday 6 September 2018 Friday 19 October 2018 

Tuesday 30 October 2018 Wednesday 19 December 2018 

Spring Thursday 3 January 2019 Friday 15 February 2019 

Tuesday 26 February 2019 Friday 5 April 2019 

Summer Wednesday 24 April 2019 Friday 24 May 2019 

Monday 3 June 2019 Wednesday 24 July 2019 

Staff in-service days (INSET days) will take place on Wednesday 5th September 2018, Monday 29th October, 
Wednesday 2nd January 2019 and Monday 25th February 2019 and Tuesday 23rd April 2019. School will be closed on 
Bank Holiday Monday 6th May 

 

REMINDER 

SCHOOL OFFICE HOURS 

MONDAY – THURSDAY 8.30am – 4.30am    FRIDAY 8.30am – 4pm 

Telephone calls are taken as from 8am each day 

Thank You 

School Office Team  

#06 
19/10/18 

 

Dates to note: 
  
31st October                Year 6 – secondary School application deadline  
 
1st November  Reception & Year 1 Parent Workshop 
 
2nd November  Whole school Photo orders due back 
 
5th November  Year 6 Health Screening 
 
14th November                Whole school – Family photographs (details to follow) 
 
6th December       Whole school Pantomime (details to follow) 
 
10th December                 Pre-School Sing along (details in news) 
 
11th & 12th December     Year 1 – Christmas performances – (details in news) 
 
1st – 5th April 2019           Year 6 Residential – River Dart  
 
 
 
 
 

Current payments: 
All payable via School gateway 

 

 River Dart 2019           £420 
                                       (est) 

£230 deposit required by the 
19th December 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

https://www.thegivingmachine.co.uk/causes/william-harding-combined-school


 

Dear families, 
 
It seems impossible that we are already at the end of the first half term and already sixth through the school year. 
However it has been an amazing start to the year with pupils, staff and governors working hard.  We have had some 
real successes this term with football achievements, learning environments, progress of pupils, Harvest, Book Fair, 
Dinosaur Museum and many more! 
 
Please be reminded that as the colder weather approaches you will need to send your child with a coat for outdoors.  
 
We are also still looking for KS2 PTA Class representatives so please email the office if you can give even 30 mins 
every half term. 
 
Communications; 
We now have Twitter back up and running for you to follow and see what is taking place within our school.  
https://twitter.com/SchoolHarding We will soon be setting up other Twitter accounts so you will be able to follow 
your child’s learning.  
We also now have a link on each page of our website to enable you to access all our information in a variety of 
languages – this is very important for us as we have 36 languages within our school! 
Schoolscomms – please remember we are moving away from paper copies of documents to an email/system. Please 
see information regarding this further on in this newsletter. 
 
Have a super half term and I look forward to seeing you all on the Tuesday 30th. 
 
Miss Cotchin 
Head teacher  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Thank you to all those who supported our recent book fair in school.  The fair was well attended across the 3 days 
and due to the amount of sales we managed to raise £380 to be exchanged into books for our school.   
We have focussed on extending our fiction range for KS2 and these will be incorporated into the library over the 
coming weeks. 
We are always delighted to receive donations of good quality books for our library, we especially need fiction 
suitable for Key Stage 2 by authors such as: 
Cressida Cowell, David Walliams, Julian Clary, David Baddiel, Malorie Blackman, Anthony Horowitz, Michael 
Morpurgo, Jill Murphy. 
 
 
Please send any donations into the school office. 
 
 

 
 
 

https://twitter.com/SchoolHarding


 
 

 
District Girls 7 A-Side Competition 
On Saturday 13th October the year 5 and 6 girls football team travelled to Haddenham Junior School to play in their 
first competitive games of the year. When we arrived it was a wet and blustery day, but the girls soon shone through 
the grey clouds and lit up the tournament with electrifying performances. Our first game of the day was against St 
Michaels, an unknown opponent, where we dominated for much of the game but could not break down the defence 
of our opposition. We did have one good chance from the penalty spot, but it was excellently saved by the St 
Michaels goalkeeper and the game finished 0-0. Our second game followed shortly afterwards where we played Brill. 
In this game we found our rhythm and again dominated. Two superb finishes from Eva Bowman and Lily-May 
Peverall gave us a 2-0 victory and really set us on our way for the rest of the tournament. The third game of the 
tournament was against local rivals Bedgrove. We have struggled in previous meetings against them, but the girls 
were up for this match. We started strongly, with Kacie-Mae Cox, Cerys Shirley, Billie Daymond and Lilly Miles 
breaking down any dangerous Bedgrove attacks and Ella-May Newman making the occasional save. This allowed us 
to grow in confidence and when our first opportunity came we took it with Lilly Miles squeezing a shot past the 
goalkeeper from a tight angle. Shortly after, Eva Bowman found the back of the net. A finish many would be proud 
of, giving us a 2-0 lead going into the final minutes of the game. We conceded at the end of the game from an 
excellent shot from a Bedgrove midfielder. We went into the final game against Haddenham knowing one thing, if 
we won we were going through as winners of the group. A few changes were made to the team with Trisha Nair, Jess 
Hansen, Chloe Mealor and Habeebah Dar all stepping up for the final game. We got our chances in the second half 
after strong defending in the first. Goals from Cerys Shirley and once again Eva Bowman sent us through as group 
winners and set up a tasty final against Bedgrove.  
The final game of the tournament was a show of quality, competitiveness and the drive to win. We started the game 
very strongly, just like all our previous games, and got our break through from the deadly finisher of Eva Bowman. It 
wasn’t until the final two minutes where Eva Bowman was on hand to get another two goals and give us a now 
comfortable 3-0 lead which ended up as the result. The girls finished with a record of five games played, four wins, 
one draw, nine goals scored and one conceded. All the girls on the day had excellent performances and showed their 
quality throughout the whole day and deserve to be the winners of the district tournament. As winners of the 
tournament the girls now go on to represent Aylesbury Vale at the county tournament in a couple of weeks against 
other teams from Buckinghamshire.  
Team: Ella-May Newman, Kacie-May Cox (C), Cerys Shirley (one goal), Lily-May Peverall (one goal), Lilly Miles (one 
goal), Billie Daymond, Eva Bowman (six goals), Trisha Nair, Jessica Hansen, Habeebah Dar, Chloe Mealor.  
 
Mr Stallwood 
 
 
 
 

       
 
 
 

 
 



 
 
 

 

 

School Thrift Shop 

We are looking for a small team of willing parents, grandparents etc. to run our school thrift shop.  This is a great 

resource to support our families and also raise some much needed £s for our school.  We are currently fundraising 

for new reading materials for our library. The thrift shop will involve committing to a few hours of time per half term.  

The team would need to be available to come into school in the afternoon, set up the thrift shop, supervise the stalls, 

take the money and tidy up afterwards.  The thrift shop will be open to families once a half term. 

If you are interested in becoming part of the thrift shop team then please contact Mrs Howson via the school office. 

Kind Regards 

Mrs Howson (Assistant Headteacher) 

 
 

 

 

 
END OF DAY COLLECTION 
 
We would like remind parents of the importance of advising school if someone else is collecting your child/children 
at the end of the school day, in particular KS1 children, we are unable to release children unless we have prior notice. 
 
Children are also to be reminded not to go home with anyone else unless they have been advised by their parents or 
a member of staff even if they know them 
 
THANK YOU 

 

 

 

BOOK BAG & PE BAG PAYMENTS 

 

Please bring correct money if possible when purchasing Book bags and PE bags as the office do not 

always have change 

 

Thank You 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Parking outside of school: 
 
As it is clearly written on the hatched area, this is for drop off only not for parking; this includes waiting in cars for 
children to go in, or to come out of school. The only exception to this is for Bucks CC organised taxis, where the 
driver and/or chaperone is expected to come into the school building to drop off or collect the children. We 
understand that it is very busy at the beginning and end of the school day and that parking can be a problem, as it is 
at many schools. You are more than welcome to use a parking bay in the car park at the front of the main school 
building, if there is one available, to leave your car or to wait for children.  
 
Only use the disabled spaces if you are in possession of a blue badge which must be displayed.  
 
Please do not park in spaces which have a ‘no parking’ sign! (there are currently 2)  
 
Our staff should not be subject to verbal abuse when reinforcing these rules and if they are then we will seek advice 
from the local Police and/or ban individuals from entering the school site. 
 
Unfortunately if this continues to cause problems we may be forced to reconsider allowing vehicle access onto the 
school site at the start and end of the day. 
 
Thank you for your cooperation in this matter. 
 
 

 
 
 

 
School Car Park Safety 

It has been brought to our attention that a number of children are running around in the car park at the end of 
the day, the drive through is used throughout the day and is especially busy at pick up and drop off times, 
can you please ensure all children keep to the paths upon arrival and collection. 

Children are continuing to climb onto the raised flower beds at the front of the school, this is not only 
dangerous but also the shrubs are being damaged which have recently been replaced by Miss Cotchin. 
Please do not allow children on any of the planted areas including the raised beds.   

We would also like to remind parents to be considerate when parking outside school as we have been advised 
by Residents and other parents that driveways are being obstructed by parked cars when dropping off and 
collecting children from school.  

Morning: Afternoon: 

No parking before 8.25am 
Cars may be parked in available spaces 
Drop off only on the yellow hatchings 

Cars may be parked in available spaces 
No use of the yellow hatchings, except for Bucks CC 

Contracted taxis only – NOT PRIVATE TAXIS 
 



 

Year Group News:  

 2 Year Olds – Well we have reached our first half term in the Violet Room, the weeks have flown by and the children 

have settled in tremendously!  We are very proud of them and have enjoyed watching them grow and develop over 

these last few weeks.  It is so nice to see them arriving so excited to start their day.This week in the violet room we 

have been exploring pumpkins by cutting the tops off and scooping them out, we have used some of the pumpkin 

seeds in the play dough area to make it a different texture, the children have been practicing their cutting skills by 

cutting up wet and dry spaghetti and also doing some pumpkin pictures with glue and felt. 

On Wednesday the 31st your children are more than welcome to come to pre school dressed up and we will spend 

the day exploring spooky things!Have a great half term break and we look forward to seeing you on the 30th! 

                                                

*Due to the Violet Room expanding in January we are recruiting an Early Years Practitioner, check out the advert 

at the end of the Year group news for more information. 

10th December - Pre-School Sing along with Wendy 9:30-10:15 in the main school hall.  After we have finished our 

sing along you are welcome to come back to the Violet Room for our Christmas Get together where there will be lots 

of arts and crafts, refreshments and a raffle. 

 

Pre-School 3-4 year olds - This week we have been exploring Autumn.  The children loved walking around the school 

looking for Autumn leaves, twigs, conkers, berries and walked around the field in their wellington boots.  Thank you 

parents for bringing in their wellington boots.  The children used the leaves they collected for sticking, tuft spot tray 

investigation with magnifying glasses, drawing around leaves and rubbings, making leave and stick play dough 

hedgehogs, Autumn coloured painting and leave shapes templates.  Please can we ask for any donations of junk 

modelling (no nut packaging) bottle tops, buttons, sweet wrappers, wrapping paper, ribbon, craft materials and 

magazines would be greatly appreciated.  

31st October -  Room on the Broom day at Pre-School 3-4 year olds.  You are welcome to come dressed up on this 

day alongside our theme.  We will be doing lots of lovely spooky activities. 

10th December - Pre-School Sing along with Wendy 9:30-10:15 in the main school hall.  After we have finished our 

sing along you are welcome to come back to Pre-School for our Christmas Fayre where there will be lots of arts and 

crafts, refreshments, chocolate cones, reindeer food, raffle and teddy tombola for sale.   

                                      



 

 

Breakfast Club - Breakfast Club have been stencilling animals, building cars, boats and trains outside with the large 

construction.  We decorated Satsuma's with felt tip pens and made pumpkin faces and displayed them onto a fruit 

platter tray with lots of Satsuma faces and King Mango, this activity encouraged the children to eat a variety of fruits. 

 

After School Club -The children have been enjoying painting with leaves and sticking, exploring leaves in the tuft tray 

with a magnifying glass.  They have had lots of fun on the go karts and bikes and playing on the field.The children 

enjoyed having macaroni cheese for tea. 

31st October -  Harry Potter day.  You are welcome to bring in a change of outfit for Harry Potter day.  The children 

will have lots of fun doing Harry Potter themed activities. 

 

Reception -This week Reception have been sharing lots of stories about their pets and learning where we can find 

out information about a variety of different animals. The children have enjoyed looking at lots of Autumn objects and 

learning about the 5 senses. In Maths they have been looking at numbers 1-10 and matching them with the correct 

numbers of animal toys. We were very proud of all of the children for joining KS1 in the harvest festival and 

preforming ‘The Big Red Combine Harvester’ song to the rest of the school and parents. All classes have started 

doing PE lessons once a week. Can you please make use your child has all of their P.E kit with them each week. They 

need to be returned to school at the start of each half term.  

Advanced Notice: Our new topic next half term is ‘Toys’. Your child can bring one small toy with them on the first 

week back; this must fit in their draw. They will show this to the rest of the class during lessons. We will also be 

making our own toys so if you have any cardboard boxes, toilet roll tubes, plastic containers, egg boxes please bring 

them in and give them to the class teacher, we would be very grateful.  

Wednesday 31st October – Reception are having a ‘Spooky Day’ with lots of fun activities. Your child can dress up 

as anything related to this theme.  

Thursday 1st November - Reception and Year 1 Parent Workshop on Read Write Inc, Phonics. It will be held in the 

main hall at 2.45pm. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Year 1 - We can't believe that we have finished our first half term. The teachers are really pleased with the children's 

attitudes to learning and the progress that they have already made in this short half term. 

In maths this week we have been learning to use a part-whole model to help with our addition and have really 

enjoyed this! In English we have been reading, telling and writing jokes, checking that they make sense by reading 

them out loud. The children loved putting on their dinosaur museum and sharing their work with their grown ups - 

thank you to those who were able to make it. 

"I liked learning about dinosaurs" Kareem - Snowdrop. "I liked making the fossils" - Ella - Snowdrop 

After half term our topic will be 'Superheroes'. Don't forget to come to school wearing a Superhero outfit on Tuesday 

30th October! 

Could children  bring in a pair of welly boots to leave in school, for when we go for walks around our school grounds. 

We are running low on junk modelling (small parts: bottle tops, yogurt pots etc) so would appreciate it if these items 

could be collected over the half term - have a great break and a well earned rest. 

 

  

 

 

 

Year 2 – Congratulations to all the Year 2’s during their Harvest performance, beautifully clear singing and speaking 

from all the children involved. 

A quick message to parents, could we please ask for toilet rolls/kitchen rolls to come in for the first day back after 

half term so that we can all become pirates! Thank you. 

 

Year 3 - This week in English the children are continuing to learn about information texts. As part of this, we have 

looked at the different features found in non- fiction texts and how some texts are organised alphabetically. After 

half term the children will begin to write their A-Z Holiday Guide. Your child will have planned their topics and you 

may wish to do additional research or bring in some photographs to accompany their work. If your child would like to 

do some additional notes, pleasure ensure they are in school by Tuesday 30th October. In maths the children have 

continued to develop their knowledge of addition, solving problems and missing number questions presented in 

different ways. Next half term the children will begin to focus on multiplication so please help your child to try and 

learn some of their times table facts over the holidays. 

            



 

 

Year 4 - This week have been learning how to do the repeated subtraction method of division in Maths whereas in 

English they have been busy completing and evaluating their new chapters for a dilemma story.  Within Science the 

children have been identifying the different teeth in the human mouth whilst for Project Learning they have finished 

and appraised their very own 3D mountains. 

 

 

 Year 5- This week the children have been investigating square and cube numbers in Maths whilst in English they   in 

Science the pupils have been learning how the Earth's tilt leads to seasonal changes whereas in Project Learning they 

have been busy completing their dioramas of the solar system. 

 
 
 
 

 
Year 6 – Year 6 are well into their non-fiction journalistic writing now. Pupils have looked at different types of 
journalistic texts to determine bias, formal and informal writing.  They have examined the audience and purpose of 
the writing and have now begun to build on their own TV news report covering the drama of Maid Marian's wedding.  
Throughout the unit, pupils have learnt about the importance of the five W's - Who? What? When? Where? and 
Why? 
 
If you have any games at home that are no longer needed and in good condition, please send them in to your child's 
class teacher as we would like to replenish some of our wet break games that can no longer be used due to missing 
pieces.  Thank you. 
 
REMINDER 
 
ALL ONLINE SECONDARY SCHOOL APPLICATIONS - DEADLINE 3pm 31ST OCTOBER 
 
Those still to make their application please access the HOW TO APPLY ONLINE guide for step-by-step instructions: 
www.buckscc.gov.uk/secondaryapplyonlineguide 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 



 

         THE SCHOOL HAVE ACCUMULATED SOME PALLETTES, FREE TO ANYONE THAT 

WOULD LIKE THEM.  PLEASE CONTACT THE SCHOOL OFFICE 01296 421733  OR POP IN IF INTERESTED. 

 

 
 

William Harding Pre School require an 
Early Years Practitioner 

 
A term time only position 8.30-3.30 38 weeks of the year 

6.5 hours per day (30 minute unpaid lunch) 
 

BCC Range 1B £15,236 - £17,946 (pro-rata) 
 
We are seeking a dedicated, adaptable and self-motivated Early Years Practitioner to join our well established and 
popular setting. The successful candidates will contribute to the care and education of children in our Preschool. 
 
Applicants should consider themselves to be exemplary role models, have high expectations of the children in their 
care, be committed to raising standards within a supportive environment and have the ability to deliver child centred 
practice. Candidates should have a minimum NVQ level 3 qualification and previous experience of working with 
children in a preschool or similar environment and knowledge of the EYFS and child development is essential. 
 
Candidates should have the ability to converse at ease with our families, professionals and each other in accurate 
spoken English 
 
We are committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children and expect all staff to share this 
commitment. Enhanced DBS check required.  
 
Please do not hesitate to contact Becca at the 2-3 year old Pre school on 01296 398822 should you wish to discuss 
the role further. Visits are positively encouraged. Please note applications should be written in conjunction with the 
job description and personal specification. NO CV’s. 
 
Please contact Becca at the Pre School office for an application pack or to book a visit by             e-mail: 
extendedoffice@whcs.bucks.sch.uk or telephone: 01296 398822 
 
 

Closing date: Friday 2nd November 2018 and interviews will commence week beginning Monday 5th November 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Schoolcomms communication 
 
As you are aware we use Schoolcomms as a method of electronic communication with you.  Shortly we will be 
completely moving away from paper based communications and using only Schoolcomms in the near future.  This 
will ensure that communications are quicker with yourselves and cost the school less time and money which means 
valuable resources can go to improving your child's experiences. 
 
Therefore if you have not yet set up an account you will need to:- 
 
1. Provide the school office with an email address if your haven't done so already 
 
2. Go to https://schoolcomms.com 
 
3. Follow the instructions provided 
 
If you would like some support in setting up an account please see the ladies in the office and they will be able to 
support you in moving to Schoolcomms. 
 
Thank you for your ongoing support 

 
  
 

 
Communication Glossary and Information: 
School Gateway app – The mobile device app associated with 
School Comms.  This enables families to report absence, check 
attendance levels, pay for trips and events at school, as well as 
inform/change personal details. 
 

 

Web based School Gateway – www.schoolgateway.com  
Log in using your registered email address to see all of the information available on the app, in addition you can also 
see and download a full payment history. 
 
Please see the details below for the free Parenting Groups that will be taking place from September.  They are run by 
the Family Resilience Service and are excellent courses, open to all parents.  If you are able to attend then there is a 
booking form at the end of the Harding Herald.   

 
 
 

Hot Meals 
Please remember to cancel hot meals ordered if, for whatever reason, your child is not at school or 
has a packed lunch instead. As previously advised, children in Reception to Year 2 receive a free 
meal under the Governments ‘Universal Infant Free School Meal’ scheme, the Government will 
only bear the cost of meals actually taken, consequently if meals have been ordered but not eaten 
for whatever reason, it is the school that is required to pay for those meals, as we are sure you can appreciate this is 
money that could be better utilised elsewhere in the school.  Several months ago it was mentioned that if these 
figures did not decrease we may have to look to the parents for reimbursement of the meal they have not cancelled. 

  

http://www.schoolgateway.com/


                                                               


