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A message from Mr Hughes: 
 
Dear families 
It is my great pleasure to welcome you all to this new school year at William Harding School, whether you are 
returning after the summer holiday or you are new to our school. 
 
I would also like to welcome a number of new staff to our school and introduce them to you. Miss Tomkins and Miss 
Hubbard have joined us in Year 1, teaching in Harebell and Foxglove classes respectively. Mr McMahon (Cherry) and 
Miss Allen (Lime) have joined the Year 2 team, both of whom have completed teacher trainee placements with us 
last year and are therefore very familiar with William Harding School. Mr Stallwood will be teaching Willow class in 
Year 3 and Miss Wainwright, who also completed a teacher training placement with us last year, will be teaching 
Hughenden class in Year 5. Mrs Osorio is the new teacher for Warwick class in Year 6 and Mrs Batory will be sharing 
the teaching of Windsor class, also in Year 6, with Mrs Proudfoot. We have also appointed Mr Kidd as our new 
Assistant Caretaker, he has been working throughout the summer holiday with Mr Lucas to ensure the school site 
and buildings are ready for the start of the new school year. I’m sure you will join with me in welcoming these new 
staff to our school and wish them every success in their careers with us.  
 
There will be an opportunity for all families to drop in and meet your child’s new class teacher after school on 
Wednesday 13th September,  just head to the classroom door once your child has been dismissed, there will be 
plenty of staff around the school site to show where to go to if you are unsure. Please remember that the class 
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teacher should always be your first point of contact if you have anything you wish to discuss regarding your child’s 
educational or pastoral wellbeing. 
 
Mr Taylor has taken over the role of Special Educational Needs and Disabilities Coordinator (SENDCo). I know he is 
known to many of you and has already made contact to discuss any previously identified needs your child may have. 
Mrs Bicknell has taken up the post of SEND Admin support for Mr Taylor and his SEND team, please contact either of 
them if you have any questions or concerns about special educational needs for your child. 
 
I am very excited about the year ahead of us. I know that the school will go from strength to strength and with your 
support I know that all the pupils will achieve to the best of their abilities. By working together we will ensure that 
we meet our aim that everyone involved with William Harding School will aim high, work hard and be kind.  
  
Mr D P Hughes 
Headteacher 
 
 

Snacks:  
We would like to take this opportunity to remind you that children in KS2 should bring a healthy 
snack to school.  Children in KS1 continue to be provided with fruit or vegetables as a snack, 
although you are welcome to provide your own following our guidelines.  Due to allergies in the 
school, snacks should not contain nuts as an ingredient.  Suggestions for snacks include; fruits, 
vegetables or cheese. 

 
 
Lunchboxes: 
Government guidelines state that food served in schools in England must meet 
the school food standards so that children have healthy, balanced diets.  
They must provide: 

 high-quality meat, poultry or oily fish 
 fruit and vegetables 
 bread, other cereals and potatoes 

There can’t be: 
 drinks with added sugar, crisps, chocolate or sweets in school meals  

Therefore we encourage our parents to provide packed lunches that do similar.  We are not saying that there should 
be no chocolate/chocolate related items, however the lunch box should contain items from the main food groups.  
Suggestions for lunchboxes are that you should just include something from each of the four main food groups – 
starchy carbohydrates (bread, rice, potatoes, pasta), fruit and vegetables, protein containing foods (meat, fish, eggs 
and beans), and milk and dairy foods – pop in a drink and away you go!  
Please also ensure that the amount of food you are providing for your children is appropriate, as many of the 
children are not able/do not want to eat the amount that is provided, as well as discussing with your child the kind of 
food they would like for their packed lunch. 
Please also be aware that when the weather gets warmer, lunch bags/boxes should contain an ice pack to ensure 
that food is kept cold. Below is the latest government guidance for what constitutes a balanced diet.   

 
More information can be found at:  
http://www.nhs.uk/Livewell/childhealth6-15/Pages/Lighterlunchboxes.aspx 
https://www.bda.uk.com/foodfacts/PackedLunches.pdf 
http://www.nhs.uk/Change4Life/Pages/healthy-lunchbox-picnic.aspx 
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Courteous Parking: 
As we start a new academic year, we would like to remind parents to be considerate to local residents when parking 
around the school site.  We will be continuing to promote Walk to School through our WoW scheme and badges. 
 
We have been informed that traffic wardens will be patrolling outside our school at least two times per week, 
possibly three in the future and that the reason for this was not necessarily to hand out tickets but moreover to 
make drivers aware of the safety aspect to the children by drivers who park illegally etc, but that the law would be 
enforced should any driver park illegally and not move on when requested to do so.   
 
Vale Lottery: 
Don’t forget to support us in our fundraising venture.  Tickets cost £1 and the draw is made every Saturday night.  
Winning numbers are shown each week on the Vale Lottery website and emailed to ticket holders. 
To play for our cause, go to www.valelottery.co.uk and ‘support specific cause’.  Select William Harding School and 
proceed to pay for your tickets.  There is no long term commitment; although you can set up a direct debit to 
continually have your tickets entered. 

 

Year groups news: 
Each phase will be sending out their newsletter and will be continuing to post their news in the Harding Herald each 
week too, starting next week. 
 
Pre School News: 

We would like to welcome back all our existing families after the summer holidays, we hope you all had a 
lovely rest. We hope you all enjoyed our stay and play session, lovely to meet all of our new families, and 
was great to see some familiar families returning to us with siblings. We have returned to pre-school with 
our firm favourite activities, playdough, free painting and colouring. We have been talking about castles, 
Jack and the beanstalk, princesses and have been enjoying lots of activities based around these themes. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

http://www.valelottery.co.uk/
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William Harding School Park and Stride Map 

Park and Stride and enjoy the benefits of walking to school! 

  
Park your car at the Park and Stride 

sites on the map and walk to school 

from there, this will take between 5 – 6 

minutes approx.  This will help to 

reduce the number of cars crowding 

around our school, making it safer for 

our children. You must walk from a 

Park and Stride site, or from home, at 

least once a week to earn a Walk once 

a Week (WoW) badge. If you live 

inside the Park & Stride sites you can 

walk from home, you should walk most 

days.  

  

When driving, please park 

considerately at all times. Avoid 

entering Hazlehurst Drive in order to 

keep our families safe.  

  

 (Drawings by Ryan, Lucy, Jamil &      

Tilly . JRSOs 2014– 2015).  

Key 
Park and Stride site        

     

Walking routes  

        

  

  
  

The park is a nice place to stop in the 

summer months to enjoy family time!  
Did you know, children should do 60 minutes of  

exercise every day? (Adults 150 minutes per week).  

The shops are a great 

place to visit on your 

way home. But it 

might be best to 

avoid parking here, it 

gets very busy and 

can be difficult to 

cross the road.  

5 minutes 

6 minutes  


