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A message from Mr Hughes: 
 
Dear families, 
 
It is my great pleasure to welcome you all to this new school year at William Harding School, whether you are 
returning after the summer holiday or you are new to our school. 
 
I would like to take this opportunity to welcome new staff to William Harding School. Miss O’Neill and Mrs 
Laniauskiene have both joined Year 1; Miss Winser, Mrs Hinton and Miss Ashcroft are teaching in Year 3; Mrs 
Bennett has joined Year 4 and Mrs Badea Year 6. Mr Kemp, Mrs Thomson, Miss Keinch and Mrs Edmonds have joined 
our Teaching Assistant team. I know they have worked hard to be prepared for the start of their time with us and I 
know you will make them feel welcome additions to our team. 
 
Our new school year sees the start of our new Project Learning Curriculum. This is an exciting approach to teaching 
that we have developed and staff have been preparing for this throughout last term. Each year group trialled a 
‘Project’ during the summer term and you may well have been involved in presentations of projects by your children 
already. Please keep an eye out for further information regarding Project Learning events in the Harding Herald, year 
group newsletters and School Comms communications. 
 
Our updated website, www.williamhardingschool.co.uk, is now up and running and contains lots of useful 
information. It will be updated frequently so please have a look! 

#1 
09/09/16 

 

2016-2017 Term dates: 
 
Monday 5 September – Friday 21

 
October 2016 

Monday 31 October – Tuesday 20
 
December 2016 

 
Thursday 5 January – Friday 10

 
February 2017 

Monday 20 February – Monday 31 March 2017 
 
Wednesday 19 April – Friday 26 May 2017 
Monday 5 June – Friday 21 July 2017 
 
INSET DAYS: 
Wednesday 4 January 2017 
Tuesday 18

th
 April 2017 

 

Our current RRSA articles are: 
1 & 2 

Everyone under 18 has these rights whoever they are 
These articles explain that everyone under 18 has rights whoever they are.   

For a copy of the Convention on the Rights of a Child please go to 
http://www.unicef.org/rightsite/files/uncrcchilldfriendlylanguage.pdf.  There is also a wealth of information on 

the UNICEF site." 
 

Dates to note: 
 
Tuesday 13

th
 September Secondary Transfer Preparation Test  

Thursday 15
th

 September  Secondary Transfer Test 
Friday 14

th
 October   Secondary Transfer Test Results 

Monday 31
st

 October Deadline for Secondary School 
Applications 

Wednesday 2
nd

 November   SEN Parent’s Evening 
Tuesday  8

th
 November   Parent’s Evening 

Wednesday 9
th

 November  Parent’s Evening 
Thursday 10

th
 November  Parent’s Evening 

Monday 1
st

 March    Secondary School Allocations 
Monday 27

th
 March  River Dart Residential Trip leave 

Friday 31
st  

March   River Dart Residential Trip return 
Monday 8

th
 May   Year 6 testing week  

 
www.williamhardingschool.co.uk 

http://www.williamhardingschool.co.uk/
http://www.unicef.org/rightsite/files/uncrcchilldfriendlylanguage.pdf
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Our expansion building project is progressing well and has moved into a phase involving remodelling and 
refurbishment of the existing infant and junior buildings. Unfortunately, this is what caused our delayed start to the 
year, it was unavoidable and I thank you for your patience. Now that the term has started the contractors will be 
focussing on completing the new building to ensure that it is ready for us to move into during the half term break in 
October. They will then complete the refurbishment of the existing building during the second half term, the whole 
project is due to be completed by Christmas.    
 
I am very excited about the year ahead of us. I know that the school will go from strength to strength and with your 
support I know that all the pupils will achieve to the best of their abilities. By working together we will ensure that 
we meet our aim that everyone involved with William Harding School will be ‘Empowered, Involved and Enlightened’.
   
Mr D P Hughes 
Headteacher 
 
 

Snacks:  
We would like to take this opportunity to remind you that children in KS2 should bring a healthy 
snack to school.  Children in KS1 continue to be provided with fruit or vegetables as a snack, 
although you are welcome to provide your own following our guidelines.  Due to allergies in the 
school snacks should not contain nuts as an ingredient.  Suggestions for snacks include; fruits, 
vegetables or cheese. 

 
 
Lunchboxes: 
Government guidelines state that food served in schools in England must meet 
the school food standards so that children have healthy, balanced diets.  
They must provide: 

 high-quality meat, poultry or oily fish 
 fruit and vegetables 
 bread, other cereals and potatoes 

There can’t be: 
 drinks with added sugar, crisps, chocolate or sweets in school meals  

Therefore we encourage our parents to provide packed lunches that do similar.  We are not saying that there should 
be no chocolate/chocolate related items, however the lunch box should contain items from the main food groups.  
Suggestions for lunchboxes are that you should just include something from each of the four main food groups – 
starchy carbohydrates (bread, rice, potatoes, pasta), fruit and vegetables, protein containing foods (meat, fish, eggs 
and beans), and milk and dairy foods – pop in a drink and away you go!  
Please also ensure that the amount of food you are providing for your children is appropriate, as many of the 
children are not able/do not want to eat the amount that is provided, as well as discussing with your child the kind of 
food they would like for their packed lunch. 
Please also be aware that as the weather gets warmer, lunch bags/boxes should contain an ice pack to ensure that 
food is kept cold. Below is the latest government guidance for what constitutes a balanced diet.   

 
More information can be found at:  
http://www.nhs.uk/Livewell/childhealth6-15/Pages/Lighterlunchboxes.aspx 
https://www.bda.uk.com/foodfacts/PackedLunches.pdf 
http://www.nhs.uk/Change4Life/Pages/healthy-lunchbox-picnic.aspx 
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https://www.bda.uk.com/foodfacts/PackedLunches.pdf
http://www.nhs.uk/Change4Life/Pages/healthy-lunchbox-picnic.aspx
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Courteous Parking: 
As we start a new academic year, we would like to remind parents to be considerate to local residents when parking 
around the school site.  Our local community again has been disrupted by inconsiderate parking, where driveways 
are being blocked.  Whilst we appreciate that parking is limited around the school site at the current time we need to 
work together with our local community.  We promote Walk to School through our WoW scheme and badges, 
children have worked hard with this and details of our Park and Stride are at the end of the Harding Herald. 
Although failure to comply with the other rules of The Highway Code will not, in itself, cause a person to be 
prosecuted, The Highway Code may be used in evidence in any court proceedings under the Traffic Acts (see The 
road user and the law) to establish liability.  The Highway Code states that: 
Rule 239 
Use off-street parking areas, or bays marked out with white lines on the road as parking places, wherever possible. If 
you have to stop on the roadside: 

 do not park facing against the traffic flow 
Rule 242 
You MUST NOT leave your vehicle or trailer in a dangerous position or where it causes any unnecessary obstruction 
of the road. 
Rule 243 
DO NOT stop or park: 

 near a school entrance 
 at or near a bus or tram stop or taxi rank 
 opposite or within 10 metres (32 feet) of a junction, except in an authorised parking space 
 where the kerb has been lowered to help wheelchair users and powered mobility vehicles 
 in front of an entrance to a property 
 on a bend 

   
 
KS2 Parents: 
Thank you for your patience when collecting children at the end of the school day.  We have begun to set out cones 
for parents to wait behind; this enables an increased space for children to walk through and prevent congestion at 
the field end of the playground.  It is very daunting for some of our pupils when the pathway is blocked.  We 
appreciate your assistance with this.  We suggest that you decide a regular meeting spot with your child.  There is 
always staff on the playground and at the gate in the afternoons should children or parents need assistance.  We are 
also encouraging the children to use the pathway and not cut across the grass, so your support in this would be 
appreciated, as well as ensuring that no younger children use the KS2 play equipment. 
 
 
Vale Lottery: 
Don’t forget to support us in our fundraising venture.  Tickets cost £1 and the 
draw is made every Saturday night.  We already have 21 supporters with a total of 
39 tickets between them!  We have had several winners since we started in April.  
Winning numbers are shown each week on the Vale Lottery website and emailed 
to ticket holders. 
 
To play for our cause, go to www.valelottery.co.uk and ‘support specific cause’.  
Select William Harding School and proceed to pay for your tickets.  There is no 
long term commitment; although you can set up a direct debit to continually have 
your tickets entered. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
  

http://www.valelottery.co.uk/
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William Harding School Park and Stride Map 

Park and Stride and enjoy the benefits of walking to school! 

  
Park your car at the Park and Stride 

sites on the map and walk to school 

from there, this will take between 5 – 6 

minutes approx.  This will help to 

reduce the number of cars crowding 

around our school, making it safer for 

our children. You must walk from a 

Park and Stride site, or from home, at 

least once a week to earn a Walk once 

a Week (WoW) badge. If you live 

inside the Park & Stride sites you can 

walk from home, you should walk most 

days.  

  

When driving, please park 

considerately at all times. Avoid 

entering Hazlehurst Drive in order to 

keep our families safe.  

  

Thank you,  

the Junior Road Safety Officers.  

(Drawings by Ryan, Lucy, Jamil &      

Tilly . JRSOs 2014– 2015).  

Key 
Park and Stride site        

     

Walking routes  

        

  

  
  

The park is a nice place to stop in the 

summer months to enjoy family time!  
Did you know, children should do 60 minutes of  

exercise every day? (Adults 150 minutes per week).  

The shops are a great 

place to visit on your 

way home. But it 

might be best to 

avoid parking here, it 

gets very busy and 

can be difficult to 

cross the road.  

5 minutes 

6 minutes  


