
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

Attendance Week beginning 
4

th
 December 2017 

Class % Class % Class % Class % 

Buttercup 85.4 Foxglove 90.3 Juniper 95.2 Willow 94.2 

Honeysuckle 89.2 Snowdrop 86 Elder 93.3 Hawthorn 95.5 

Bluebell 91.8 Harebell 99 Cherry 94.8 Beech 88.7 

Daffodil 93 Rose 91.3 Lime 95.4   

Blenheim 95.3 Manderston 99.3 Windsor 95 Whole school 93.2 

Ascott 96.7 Chatsworth 96 Warwick 92.3   

Osborne 98 Hughenden 96 Dudley 85.3   

Term School opens on the morning 
of: 

School closes on the afternoon 
of: 

Autumn Monday 30 October 2017 Tuesday 19 December 2017 

Spring 
Thursday 4 January 2018 Friday 9 February 2018 

Monday 19 February 2018 Thursday 29 March 2018 

Summer 
Monday 16

 
April 2018 Friday 25 May 2018 

Monday 4 June 2018 Tuesday 24 July 2018 

#14 
15/12/17 

 

Dates to note: 
Monday 18th December   Reception and Year 1 Christmas Party Day 
Monday 18th December  Cherry and Juniper class Parent Involvement afternoon (details to follow) 
Monday 18th December  Carols around the tree 
Tuesday 19th December  School closes for Christmas holidays @ 3.15pm/3.30pm 
 
Friday 12th January   Deadline for paper applications for Reception September 2018  
Monday 15th January   3pm Deadline for online applications for Reception September 2018 
Wednesday 17th January  Year 6 trip to Lincolnsfield Centre 
 
Wednesday 14th March   Parent Consultations (School closed to pupils) 
Sunday 25th March   Year 6 residential to River Dart 
Thursday 29th March  Year 6 residential trip return 
 
Monday 16th April   National offer day for starting school 
 

 

Staff in-service days will take place on: 
 

 Wednesday 3rd January 2018, 
 

 Wednesday 14th March 2018, 
(Parent Consultations will be held on this day). 
 
School will be closed on Good Friday 30th March 2018 and Bank 
Holiday Monday 7th May 2018. 

https://www.thegivingmachine.co.uk/causes/william-harding-combined-school


Dear families, 
 
We have almost reached the end of the first term of this school year and what a busy term it has been. The pupils 
have shown great dedication to their work in all subjects. This has been evident in the fantastic progress they have 
made in their English and maths, but also in the work they produced and displayed in their projects. We had some 
amazing exhibitions and presentations to parents and I thank all of you who came to support the children and the 
work they produce.  
 
Seeing children from different year groups performing with such confidence and talent in our various Christmas 
productions has been fantastic and I share your pride when I see them on stage.  
 
At the end of this term we are saying goodbye to Mrs Baud as she leaves to progress her teaching career at another 
school. Mrs Baud joined William Harding in 2009 and during her time with us has worked with a large number of 
children. I am sure you will join with me in wishing her every success in the future. I have written to the parents of 
Bluebell class to explain how Mrs Baud will be replaced. 
 
Earlier this term we welcomed some new members of staff to our team: Miss Taylor, Mrs Perrottet, Miss Neville, 
Miss Kim and Mrs Underwood have all joined us as Teaching Assistants; Mrs Griffiths and Mrs Afzal have joined as 
Midday Supervisors and Mrs Hollingworth has joined our Pre-School as an Early Years Practitioner. 
 
I hope you enjoy reading the final edition of our Harding Herald of 2017. As you read this edition, and look back 
through previous editions available on our website, you will see the range of exciting opportunities and the 
achievements of our pupils just gets greater. I would like to thank the hard working and dedicated staff that provides 
these opportunities for our pupils. I would also like to thank you for supporting and allowing your child to take part in 
these activities. We look forward to continuing the success of all our pupils in 2018. 
 
I wish you all a very happy and peaceful holiday at this special time of year and look forward to welcoming you all 
back in the New Year. 
 

Mr D P Hughes 

 

 
 

Year Group News: 
Here is our section of the Harding Herald where year groups will give you a short overview of what they 
have been getting up to!  Hopefully this will provide some conversation starting points for the dinner 
table! 
 

Pre School – All the children had a lovely time at our Christmas Sing Along with Wendy. It was lovely to see the 
children smiling, singing and having fun. Thank you to all the parents, Grandparents, family and friends who attended 
the concert. Thank you to everyone who brought chocolate cones, reindeer food, refreshments and raffle tickets. We 
still have a few chocolate cones (£1) left over and reindeer food (50p) if you would like to purchase some more.  
We will be drawing the raffle today! Good luck everyone. All money raised will go back into Pre-School and Extended 
School resources. 
 
The children loved meeting Catherine Thacker's dog Mario, and enjoyed watching him play fetch! There were lots of 
smiles and laughter. 
 
The children's party will be on Monday 18th December 8:45- 12, all children welcome. Parents do not need to attend 
if this isn't your child's day. Sports Factor will be coming at 9:45-10:45 to play games and Sports, there will be lots of 
party food (thank you Parents) dancing and fun! 
 
We hope you have a lovely Christmas and look forward to seeing everyone in the New Year! 
 
Inset day Holiday Club is open on the 3rd January 9-3 and Pre-school and Extended Services return on the 4th 
January 2018. Thank you 
 



 
 
Reception – Reception have been absolutely amazing this term! We are so proud of all of their achievements! They 
have made good friends, learnt lots of new things and have got used to all of their new routines. The children have 
enjoyed all of the Christmas activities this week and of course all had their claim to fame in their role for the 
Christmas play! They were so pleased with themselves and I'm sure you'll agree, they did a fabulous job! 
 
Year 1 – It was not easy in Year 1 this week, with the snow covered playgrounds meaning lots of inside time. 
However, we managed to perform our Christmas plays perfectly each time! The teachers would like to say a BIG 
thank you and WELL DONE to the children for doing them proud! The singing was beautiful and the lines were 
spoken very clearly. Also thank you to the families who bought and made costumes - the children looked fantastic! 
On top of that the children have also managed to do some maths quizzes this week and impressed the teachers with 
what they have learnt over the term.  

   
Year 2 – After a fun snow day Year 2 have been busy making sure that we are ready for parents involvement 
afternoons. It was great to see so many of the Lime and Juniper parents this afternoon. Whilst the pupils of Juniper 
and Cherry are really looking forward to Monday afternoon! In maths we have been working with smarties to see if 
there are patterns in the colours found in a tube, if there are equal amounts of colours  or even if every packet of 
chocolates always has the same amount. We made tally charts, pictograms and graphs to show our results. 
 
Year 3 – On Thursday this week we had a  Christmas fractions morning, we planned a meal for 12 and worked out 
what we needed to buy considering who liked the particular foods. We made Christmas crackers and made sure they 
were decorated in the right fraction of the different colours.  Finally we divided a Christmas cake to make sure 
Santa's reindeers didn't fight! We have been using co-ordinates to make a Christmas dot to dot. We also had fun 
making French Christmas cards  Oo-la-la. 
 
Year 4 - This week, as part of their project learning, Year 4 have been investigating pitch on a variety of instruments 
and finding the best materials to muffle sound.  Moreover, in literacy and language the children have been writing 
their own poems, based on the style and pattern of 'At the End of the School Day' by Wes Magee, whilst in maths the 
pupils have been reading and writing time from an analogue clock. 
 
Year 5 – Year 5 this week were visited by the 'Explorer Dome' group who, in a specially designed dome and with the 
use of projectors, took the children on a fascinating journey through the solar system and beyond.  The pupils were 
then asked to write about this experience and what they learned using a writing genre of their own 
choice.  Furthermore, the children tackled addition and subtraction money problems in maths, whilst in literacy and 

language they produced drafts of their diary entries which explored a chosen dilemma.  
 
Year 6 – Year 6 are well and truly immersed now in our project 'A  Child's War'.  We have learnt about why there was 
a Second World War and the key events that led up to it.  The children have produced timelines highlighting the 
dates of significant events and have found out about Adolf Hitler and his rise to Führer, leader of the Nazi 
party.  Some of the classes have moved on to find out about Operation Pied Piper and what this meant for a child 
evacuated many miles from home and away from their parents. 
 
A reminder to parents about our trip to The Lincolnsfields Childrens’ Centre on Wednesday 17th January.  The cost of 
the trip is a voluntary contribution of £12.00 per child.  This includes all the activities at the centre and the cost of the 
coaches.  Please make payment and consent via School Gateway. If you are unable to make payment online, please 



come into the office.  As part of the day, we would like the children to come ‘in role’.  Clothes such as pinafore 
dresses, tank tops and flat caps are just some of the items that could be worn on the day. 
 
Finally, Year 6 will be holding a Talent Show on Tuesday 19th.  If children need to bring in a particular item of clothing 
or a prop to aid their performance, please make sure they are named.  The flyer is included in the Harding Herald. 
 
 
Marks and Spencer Your School Uniform Free Delivery Promotion! 
From 24th December 2017 to 13th January 2018 (inclusive) we will be offering free delivery on all Marks and Spencer 
Your School Uniform orders.  Furthermore, anyone who places an order will receive a unique code that will be sent 
via email (once the order has been processed). When used at checkout on M&S.com, this will give free delivery also 
on any products in the M&S Kidswear range over the same period. Please note this code may be used once only and 
is exclusive to customers of schools who use the M&S Your School Uniform Service.  
 
We wish you all a very happy Christmas 
 
The Marks and Spencer Your School Uniform Team. 

 
Poppy Appeal: 
Thank you to all of our school community for your support in raising £752.14 for the Poppy Appeal. 
 
 
Christmas Activities: 
Many thanks to all the families that supported our Christmas activities and performances.  The 
children and staff all worked incredibly hard and we hope that you enjoyed them. 
 
Choir Singing in Friars Square: 
On Thursday morning the choir walked into town to sing in Friars Square. The children sang 
brilliantly at their first concert in a public space and it was great to see so many of the choir’s families 
there to support them. They were all great role models for our school and should feel proud of their participation in 
this event. We helped raise £550.87. 
 
 
Christmas Displays:  
 
 

 

 



 
 



 

To track all the updates on these courses please go to Buckinghamshire Family Information Service website or click on the link below 
 

https://www.bucksfamilyinfo.org/kb5/buckinghamshire/fsd/advice.page?id=TNNwfojyII4 

https://www.bucksfamilyinfo.org/kb5/buckinghamshire/fsd/advice.page?id=TNNwfojyII4


 



 


