
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  Term School opens on the morning 
of: 

School closes on the afternoon 
of: 

Spring 
Thursday 4 January 2018 Friday 9 February 2018 

Monday 19 February 2018 Thursday 29 March 2018 

Summer 
Monday 16

 
April 2018 Friday 25 May 2018 

Monday 4 June 2018 Tuesday 24 July 2018 

#16 
12/01/18 

 

Dates to note: 
 
Friday 12th January   Deadline for paper applications for Reception September 2018  
 
Monday 15th January   3pm Deadline for online applications for Reception September 2018 
Wednesday 17th January  Year 6 trip to Lincolnsfield Centre 
 
Monday 22nd January   Sleepout Presentation to Year 2 Parents 3.30pm Main Hall 
 
Monday 29th January   Reception Height and Weight Screening 
Tuesday 30th January  Year 1 Explorer Dome (£4 to be paid by 22nd Jan) 
 
Wednesday 14th March   Parent Consultations (School closed to pupils) 
Thursday 15th March  Year 3 Egyptian Day 
 
Sunday 25th March   Year 6 residential to River Dart 
Thursday 29th March  Year 6 residential trip return 
 
Monday 16th April   National offer day for starting school 
 

Friday 25
th

 May    Year 2 Sleepout 
 
 

Staff in-service days will take place on: 
 

 Wednesday 14th March 2018, 
(Parent Consultations will be held on this day). 
 
School will be closed on Good Friday 30th March 2018 and Bank 
Holiday Monday 7th May 2018. 

https://www.thegivingmachine.co.uk/causes/william-harding-combined-school


 
 

Year Group News: 
Here is our section of the Harding Herald where year groups will give you a short overview of what they 
have been getting up to!  Hopefully this will provide some conversation starting points for the dinner 
table!  
 

Pre School – This week at Pre-School we have planned around the children's interests. The children have 
loved playing with the dinosaurs, rocks and lentils and hiding the dinosaurs under the lentils. We have 
made the den into a soft cushioned area for relaxation and sharing stories together. Building blocks and 
construction have been popular this week! The children have made a Lego office, Paw Patrol's home and 
the biggest tower ever! The children chose their favourite character and have been mark making their 
characters with metallic crayons. Our current Pre-School children have been very helpful and have enjoyed 
introducing the new Pre-School children to our daily routines and they are exploring new friendships 
together, which is lovely to see!  
 
Please can we ask for donations of utensils, plastic bowls, wooden spoons, pots and pans for the mud 
kitchen.  We would be very grateful. 
 
Extended Services: 
At Breakfast club we have enjoyed doing word searches, writing in note books, playing hide n seek and 
going on the computer. At Breakfast time they're loved eating waffles, honey, blueberries and 
strawberries, very popular and eaten in seconds!  
 
After School Club have enjoyed painting, playing football, playing in the Home Corner, messy play, Hama 
beads and building with the large wooden bricks. The children have loved trying naan breads, dips, a 
variety of cheeses, olives, a selection on meats and wraps at tea time. Please can we ask for magazine 
donations for Breakfast Club and After School Club. If you have any football magazines, Pokemon, cartoon 
magazines and LOL magazines? We would be very grateful. 
 
Holiday Club: 
February 12-16 Holiday Club fun! 
Making play dough, painting the tables, painting pictures on the playground, cooking, indoor and outdoor 
games, lots of fun and relaxation. Please come and join us! February Holiday club deadline is 12th January. 
Please email Extended office if you would like a place. 
 
Reception – Reception have zoomed to the moon and back this week with baby bear during our talk for 
writing sessions based on Whatever Next. They have continued their travels within provision and have 
made fabulous rockets, jet packs and helmets out of junk modelling.  They have impressed us with their 
building within construction and have made satellites and space stations! On Thursday we had a jump for 
happiness day. The children jumped and danced every time the music came on. They all joined in by the 
end of the day and had big beaming smiles- which were a little infectious! On Friday we travelled back to 
the moon to have a picnic with our friends. We made our own sandwiches to take with us. 
 
The children have had an action packed week and we are so very impressed with their writing which is 
flourishing! We have set up some lovely new areas of learning, which are proving to be very popular (See 
pictures below). The children joined in with the infant department celebrations assembly for the first time 
on Monday and each class had a star of the week. They will take home the class bear (who likes to have 
adventures). If your child brings one home for the weekend please write/ draw/ add pictures/photos of 
your bear. 
 
  



Children's storyteller and author Jude Lennon returns to William Harding School on 
February 9th to share stories about space and read her best-selling book Astronaut 
Lamby.  Jude will visit all four Reception classes over the course of the morning taking 
them on adventures through the stars and planets. More information to follow. 
We are very excited to have Jude and Lamby back with us!   

 
 

 
 

Year 1 – We have had a super fantastic start to the term with our new project 
'Moon Zoom'. We had a busy few days last week, as we were investigating an 
unusual object that had landed outside the classrooms, we think it may have 
been an alien spaceship! This week we have done some amazing writing, all 
about the alien 'Beegu'. We have been busy adding in maths and investigating 
problems using our visualisation skills. 
 

 
Year 2 – Year two started their project ‘Biffsquiggling whizzpopping gobblefunk’ with a Roald Dahl Day and there 
were some amazing costumes worn. Thank you for making such a big effort on the first school day of the New Year! 
In maths we have been thinking about place value and using tens and ones to help us order numbers. We have 
started a new language and literacy unit with a focus on honesty and friendship. The play script we are reading is 
called Oh Gnome! If you have a gnome in your garden we would love to see a picture of it. This term we are 
concentrating on improving our handwriting so please ask your child to show you which join we have been practising 
this week. Please fill in and return the slip about the year two sleep out, we are all really excited about the prospect 
and hope you come to the meeting on Monday 22nd January at 3.30pm to find out more. 
 
Year 3 – The year three pupils have had a very positive start to the new term. All the children came back with 
boundless energy, positive attitudes and are ready to learn. The Gods and Monsters project has started well; we 
compared the geography of Egypt to the UK and made sure we know which continent it's in and global location. In 
maths we have been ordering numbers using human number lines.  In our Literacy and Language we have been 
evaluating the effectiveness of instructions. We decided that bossy imperative verbs are the key to clear instructions. 
Don't forget to return your permission slip and voluntary contribution for our Egyptian day. 
 
Year 4 – This week Year 4 used plaque disclosing tablets to evaluate and then improve the brushing of their 
teeth.  They also produced posters to inform other pupils about the importance of oral hygiene.  Meanwhile, in 
maths, the children learned how to use tally charts, pictograms and bar charts to collect, present and interpret data. 
 
Year 5 – The children in Year 5 this week have been learning to find equivalent fractions and have found fractions of 
different amounts.  They have also compared and simplified fractions.  For project learning, Manderston have been 
using the Internet and books to research Stone Age cave painting and drawings, whilst in Chatsworth and 
Hughenden, the pupils have been sharing their memories of childhood and using these to produce their very own 
personal timelines. 
 
As part of their 'Time Travellers' project, the teachers in Year 5 would like to make an appeal for images of the 
children from the cradle to the present to help demonstrate how much they have physically changed since they were 
born.  This could take the form of a family DVD as well as photographs.  The teachers would like to stress that there 
is no specific deadline and it is purely voluntary. 



 

Year 6 – Happy New Year to all our Year 6 families!  The children have continued their project learning of 'A 
Child's War' since their return from the Christmas holiday.  The children have found out about the events 
that led to the incredible rescue of the BEF at Dunkirk in May/June 1940 by naval and civilian vessels. Some 
classes have moved on to learn about the Blitz and the impact it had on the country during the 8 months of 
sustained aerial bombing suffered at the hands of the Luftwaffe. 
 
We are very much looking forward to our trip to the Lincolnsfields Children's Centre next Wednesday.  As 
stated in the letter last term, it would be lovely to see the children dressed up though this is not 
compulsory.  We advise that the children do not wear their Trustee badges on the day.  Packed lunches 
must be in a named bag that can be thrown away on the day.  No sweets or fizzy drinks please.  Children 
will need to make sure they are dressed warmly as we will be outside on and off all day.  Children need to 
arrive at 8.30am via the black gate.  We will be leaving at 8.45am.  Pick up will be as normal - 3.30pm.  We 
look forward to sharing some photos in the Harding Herald next week. 
 
Thank you! 
Thank you from all of our staff for your kind and generous presents over the Christmas period. 

 
School Meals: 
As mentioned in previous HHs we have an ongoing issue with KS1 and KS2 Free School Meals not being taken.  
Although the meals are free to these parents if the meal is not taken the cost is passed onto the school.  This cost is 
rising, where meals are not being taken.  Please cancel any meals that are not to be taken by 9am on the morning.  
If this situation does not improve then we may have to start passing this incurred cost onto the family of the pupil 
not taking the meal. 
 

PLEA: 
RECEPTION  have been travelling to the moon and back all week but they need more supplies- boxes, washed out 
bottles, foil, newspapers, tubes, lids, paper plates, sellotape,  bits and bobs suitable for their much needed rockets 
and jet packs! 
Monday onwards will be great as they've used up all of ours! 
 
Moan Zone! 
We have had several complaints from families about cars not slowing and stopping at the zebra 
crossing in the car park outside the main entrance.  Please can we remind you to take care and 
drive slowly in this area, and indeed around the whole school site.   

 
Another complaint has been about litter being thrown from cars parked outside of school. 
Please throw litter in the bin or take it home with you!  We take pride in the school site and 
encourage all our pupils (and families to do the same). 

 
Communication Glossary and Information: 
We have lots of enquiries about the systems that we use.  Below is an explanation of each of the different elements 
of the system, although they are all linked!  Numbers using the systems have increased in the last week – so thank 
you!  Please keep logging in! 
Please do contact the school office if you have any problems logging into School Gateway and we will address these 
issues as quickly as we can. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



School Gateway app – The mobile device app associated with School Comms.  This 
enables families to report absence, check attendance levels, pay for trips and events at 
school, as well as inform/change personal details. 

 
 
Web based School Gateway – www.schoolgateway.com  
Log in using your registered email address to see all of the information available on the app, in addition you can also 
see and download a full payment history. 
As you can see below, for a large school with nearly 700 pupils, we have a small number of parents registered on the 
system.  Our School Office staff are always willing to help with setting parents up with the system.  More and more 
of our school visits and events will be payable via the School Gateway, in our bid to become a cashless school! 
 

 
 
School Comms – This is the school based part of the School Gateway system 
used for communicating with families.  It enables us to be able to email and text 
families, this is how the Harding Herald is sent out.  You need to be registered 
on the School Gateway website to receive our electronic communications and 
text message alerts.  
 
Payments via the School Gateway are quick and easy.  You will receive email confirmation that payment has been 
made and, as mentioned above, when logging into the website a full history of all payments made can be seen.  
Payments can be made via credit/debit card or you can pay by instant bank transfer.  Instant Bank Transfer is the 
preferred option as this costs the school less to process.     

By choosing the Instant Bank Transfer option, after the initial set up you will not have to fill out any of this 
information again. You will go straight through to a page so you can confirm the payment. The Instant Bank 
Transfer details are saved meaning that any future payment you 
make online will be a lot quicker with no need to enter any 
payment details. You will always have the option to pay via Credit 
or Debit cards if you prefer.  
Your personal information (i.e. name, address, email etc.) will 
already be prefilled from what the school have on record for you 
and once you have entered your bank account details press the 
proceed button. 
 
All of this information and more is available via:  
https://login.schoolgateway.com/0/Help 
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