
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Term School opens on the morning of: School closes on the afternoon of: 

Autumn Wednesday 4 September 2019 Friday 25 October 2019 

Tuesday 5 November 2019 Thursday 19 December 2019 

Spring Thursday 3 January 2019 Friday 15 February 2019 

Tuesday 26 February 2019 Friday 5 April 2019 

Summer Wednesday 24 April 2019 Friday 24 May 2019 

Monday 3 June 2019 Wednesday 24 July 2019 

Staff in-service days (INSET days) will take place on Monday 25th February 2019, Tuesday 23rd April 2019, 2nd and 3rd 
September 2019, 4th November 2019, 6th January 2020 and 24th February 2020.  

School will be closed Bank Holiday Monday 6th May 2019 

 

SCHOOL OFFICE OPENING TIME 08.30am, PHONE CALLS FROM 8am 
May we remind parents when communicating with school whether by email, schoolcomms, letter etc we do need 
your child’s full name and class please, thank you for your help with this. 

PLEASE REMEMBER ALL SCHOOL TRIPS/ ACTIVITIES ARE TO BE PAID THROUGH THE SCHOOL GATEWAY NOW 

  

#16 
25/01/19 

 

Dates to note: 
 
30th January 2019   Year 6 Lincolnsfield Centre (Promt arrival at school) 
1st February 2019   Whole School NSPCC Number Day 2019 
 
7th March 2019    Whole School – World Book Day 
18th March 2019    Choir – Royal Albert Hall 
                                               
1st – 5th April 2019             Year 6 Residential – River Dart  
4th & 5th April 2019   Year 5 Hazard Alley 
 
24th – 25th May 2019   Year 2 Camp-out (details to follow) 
13th June 2019    Whole School – Class/Sports/Leavers Photographs 
 
8th – 10th July 2019   Year 4 Residential - Woodrow 
10th & 12th July 2019   Year 2 – College Lake 
 
4th – 8th November 2019   Year 6 (present Year 5) Residential – River Dart
    
 
 
 
 
 

Current payments: 
Please pay through School 
gateway 
 
Lincolnsfield Centre  £14 
overdue 
 
Royal Albert Hall (choir only) £18 
 

River Dart April 2019           
£420 
Balance due by 28th February 
 
Hazard Alley Year 5        £13 
Woodrow Year 4            £170 
 
River Dart (present Year 5) 
November 2019     £390 

 
 

 

https://www.thegivingmachine.co.uk/causes/william-harding-combined-school


 
Dear families, 
 
We have had a great week with our external Voices Foundation team working in classrooms alongside our pupils and 
staff.  We already have some very talented teachers who are very talented!  Mrs Charlton has become our Voices 
Foundation Lead and is already working hard alongside our trainers to support our pupils and teachers. The pupils 
have also had training and support to develop our school choir further and we are keen to develop a KS1 Choir. 
 
I am delighted to inform you that a range of clubs are now being offered to all pupils across the school from 
Reception to Year 6. There are a range of activities and opportunities for all year groups and we hope the pupils will 
be inspired to attend these. Due to numbers places will be allocated on a first come first served basis.  
 
The second wave will be the introduction of external clubs for the pupils and details will be shared shortly.  If you 
have any thoughts on clubs you would like to see offered please contact the school office.  
 
Can I please ask that you remind your child to go to the toilet before they leave the classroom at the end of the day.  
We do not have a public toilet and it is inappropriate for the office staff to be spending their time walking visitors 
back and forth to the toilet.  If you have a medical issue or card that requires you to use the toilet please inform the 
office. 
 
Finally and sadly I have to report that yesterday one of our members of staff was abused by a driver who had parked 
his car on the grass verge.  Unfortunately when he was asked to move he was verbally aggressive.  The number plate 
has been reported to the police and we await further information. This only goes to strengthen our view point and 
case with the Governors that our site becomes pedestrian only to visitors and families. 
 
I will of course keep you updated. 
 
Best wishes 
Miss Cotchin 

 

 
 

 
PLEASE NOTE THAT OUR HOT MEAL PROVIDER IS CELEBRATING CHINESE NEW YEAR ON TUESDAY 5th FEBRUARY 

 
COULD YOU KINDLY CHECK YOUR PRE-ORDERS FOR THIS DATE 

THANK YOU 
 

 
 

                                                                            



IMPORTANT 

Despite weekly reminders there are still meals that are not required, which are not being cancelled. Since we 
returned after Christmas there have been 50 meals so far, this has cost the school £120 as the Government will 
only pay for meals taken!!! This money could be spent elsewhere. Therefore we have been left with no option 
other than to put a system in place to charge parents for meals they do not cancel. Obviously there will be some 
exceptions to this, i.e. if your child has been sent home unwell etc. We will be looking into the most effective way 
to administer this and will keep you informed as to when this will start from.  
 
To avoid incurring unnecessary cost to the school and yourselves, please, please remember to cancel meals if your 
child is absent from school or has been provided with a packed lunch. 
  
We really would appreciate your co-operation with this. 

 
                                           
 

 
 
 

SCHOOL DRIVEWAY TO MAIN ENTRANCE - PLEASE USE PEDESTRIAN GATE ONLY   WHEN ENTERING THE SCHOOL 
AND NOT THE DRIVE THROUGH, THIS IS FOR YOUR OWN SAFETY, THANK YOU 
 
In recent months, we have highlighted the issues with parents/carers parking on the school premises and outside of 
school.  
 
We have received multiple complaints from local residents over blocked driveways and parking on pavements, 
please note parking area by bungalows near bike shed is private property and not to be used for parking, dropping 
off or for collection   A recent incident, involved a parent driving on the pavement to avoid a queue of traffic.  This is 
not acceptable and endangers the lives of the children, parents as well as other drivers and pedestrians 
 
Unfortunately parents continue to park on the hatchings, double park, block cars that are parked in bays and are 
verbally abusive to other parents and staff.  
 
Thank you to those who are respectful and continue to follow our policies and be considerate to pedestrians and 
other drivers. 
 
Due to the behaviour of some, Governors and ourselves are in the process of reviewing our policy of allowing 
vehicles on site during drop off and collection.  If changes to our procedures take place you will be kept informed. 
 
Thank you for your co-operation in this matter. 
 
Miss Cotchin 

 
 

 
 
No use of the yellow hatchings, except for Bucks CC Contracted taxis only – NO PRIVATE TAXIS 

 

Only use the disabled spaces if you are in possession of a blue badge which must be displayed.  

 
                                                                                   



 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

******************************** 

Reception – We have had another very busy but enjoyable week in reception this week! How exciting that we had 
snow – our teachers from Australia were particularly excited!   
In mathematics this week, children have been focusing on irregular counting - we have been looking at the ways that 
we can count objects when they are in groups rather than in a straight line. In English, children have been reading 
‘The Three Little Pigs’ and ‘Little Red Riding Hood’. They have completed various reading and writing activities 
centred on these classic tales. We have also had a Little Red Riding Hood focus in EAD – where children have been 
creating role plays. The focus in Understanding the World this week has been on differences and similarities between 
night time and day time. We are looking at the different routines we have, and the differences and similarities 
between the things we see and do.  
 
Reminder – SHOW AND TELL -Next week the sharing topic will be ‘something you have made’. Please encourage 
your child to bring in something they have made themselves. We’d like to hear how they made it!  
CARDBOARD & NEWSPAPER - If you have any spare cardboard, cardboard boxes (such as cereal boxes) or old 
newspapers at home – we would appreciate if you could bring these in to school as they are great resources for 
our art activities 

 

 

Year 1 –  We've had another busy week in Year 1! In English we have been reading about the 'Man in the Moon' and 
writing recounts about his day. In maths we have been learning to tell the time on an analogue clock. Ask your 
children to practise telling the time at home, using 'o'clock' and 'half past'. In project we have been making 3D 
planets using papier-mache and painting them carefully to match the true colours. Can you name all 8 planets? 

You may have noticed some new faces in year 1. Miss Furness and Miss Imtiaz are teaching students in Snowdrop 
and Harebell classes. They are working alongside Mrs Willis and Miss Bird to teach and support the children.  

 

 
 
 

Year 2 – Thank you to all the parents who attended the Year 2 SATs information meeting on Thursday 24th. For those 
of you that were unable to attend please find a copy of the presentation on our website. Your child’s class teacher 
will be happy to answer any questions you have with regards to these May tests.  
 
In Maths this week we have been looking at temperature and capacity. We have set ‘My Maths’ homework on these 
topics so please check each week for new tasks. In English and curriculum we have continued to look at a range of 
Roald Dahl books and creating our dream jars. 
 
 

 
 



 
 

Year 3  - This week in maths the children have continued to develop their understanding of fractions. It is wonderful 
to see how their confidence is improving and how they can articulate their explanations. Next week we will begin to 
focus on measures, looking at length in the first instance. Please feel free to practise measuring a range of objects in 
metres and cm at home.  
 
During English lessons this week the children have been learning to write a set of instructions, thinking carefully 
about what makes a good friend. It is wonderful to hear the children’s ideas and their knowledge and understanding 
of the grammatical features used in a set of instructions is fantastic.   
 
Within topic lessons, the children have researched key information about different pharaohs who ruled Ancient 
Egypt.  We were delighted to welcome Carole and Jo from the voices foundation into our classrooms this week. The 
children are really enjoying learning new songs and our visitors were incredibly complimentary about our children’s 
singing.  
 

 
 
 

Year 4 –This week we have been learning to use expanded noun phrases to write a description of a desert island 
setting in English, whilst in Maths they have been revising the column methods of both addition and subtraction and 
then using these to tackle mixed multi-step word problems.  For Science the children investigated the different 
melting points of chocolate, lard and coins whereas in Project they have been learning about life in Norman England 
which they followed up by drafting a diary entry from the point-of-view of a child living during this very different 
time. 
SWIMMING – ASCOTT CLASS THIS TERM 
 
REMINDER – Woodrow  Residential deposit £35 required if your child wishes to attend payable on school Gateway 
 

 
 
 

 
Year 5 –This week in maths, the children have been learning about decimal numbers.  During lessons, they have been 
converting fractions to decimal numbers, rounding decimals and adding and subtracting them too!  It has been 
wonderful to see the children enjoying their learning in this subject so much.  My maths set have been looking at 
percentages and how they relate to fractions and decimals. Please, please continue to support your child in learning 
their times tables as they continue to be tested weekly.  
In English, the children (and teachers) are continuing to thoroughly enjoy the class novel, ‘The Lion, The Witch and 
The Wardrobe.’  They have been developing their reading skills by skimming and scanning the text, making feasible 
predictions and finding meanings of new words.  Writing sessions have focussed on writing a persuasive piece in the 
role of Lucy, who is trying to persuade her siblings to enter the wardrobe and experience the land of Narnia.  The 
children are really improving their editing skills and enjoyed evaluating each other’s work.   
Within science, the children continue to enjoy their topic ‘The Circle of Life’ where, this week,  they have  been 
learning all about amphibians.  Finally, in project learning the children have been developing their artistic skills 
creating a ‘pop art’ themed piece of work.  They have been sketching self-portraits based on what they look like now 
and what they will look like in old age.  We look forward to sharing these with you soon!  
 
SWIMMING – HUGHENDEN CLASS THIS TERM 
 
REMINDER– Hazard Alley payment £13 due on the school Gateway by 15th February   
 

 
 
 
 



 
****************************************************** 

Year 6 – In science this week year 6 enjoyed learning about the experiments James Lind carried out which 
helped him find a cure for scurvy. They then used what they had learned in their science lesson to write a 
diary entry as if they were Lind aboard a ship in their Big Writing lesson. In maths the children have been 
introduced to algebra; they are now beginning to understand that an expression is a group of letters, 
numbers and operations grouped together and they have practised writing them.  
 
You can now follow us on twitter @WHSYear6 for updates and reminders. 
 
REMINDER -Please can we remind you that part of our day at Lincolnsfield Children's Centre on 
Wednesday will be outside so please make sure that children wear plenty of layers including a warm 
waterproof coat and gloves. Children must arrive at school promptly at 8:40 with their packed lunch. 
 
REMINDER – OVERDUE Lincolnsfield trip – 30th January, £14 due on the School Gateway ,  promt arrival 

at school please – 08.40am , due to coaches leaving at 08.55am – Thank You 

REMINDER - River Dart Payments  – Balance due by the 28th February 2019 

 
 
 
*********************************************************************************************** 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Dress up for Digits! 
Dear families, 
On Friday 1st February, we will be taking part in the NSPCC Number Day 2019.   
On that day, we are asking pupils to wear an item of clothing with a number on it  
and bring in a suggested donation of £2. 

This can be a sports shirt or cap, even a onesie. Or why not get more creative as a dice or 
calculator!  The children will then be taking part in Maths activities throughout the day, to 
support this cause.   

  



******SCHOOL COMMUNICATION***** 
Here are some guidelines about setting up a Twitter account:  
 
1. Go to www.twitter.com or download the free Twitter app on your mobile and sign up and follow the instructions  
2. Choose your @username as well as a name to appear next to it. Some businesses use the same as their 
@username or something different. If your name is too long or someone else is already using it, try abbreviating it or 
varying it slightly  
3. Upload a picture of yourself or your brand logo – photos can be in any of the following formats: JPG, GIF or PNG. 
The image will appear alongside every tweet  
4. Write a profile of you using no more than 160 characters. Make it clear who you are. 
5. Customise your profile page: once you’ve set up your account, you can make changes to your profile page by 
clicking on “Settings” and then choosing “Design”. This can be anything from adding a background image to changing 
the colours of any links to your page. 
6. Type in the search bar William Harding School and our school Twitter account will come up - click on this and it will 
take you to our page. 
 

 
 
7. You will see this on the right side of the page - click and you will then be following our School and you will see 
tweets of what we have been doing. 

 

Schoolcomms communication 
 
As you are aware we use Schoolcomms as a method of electronic communication with you.  Shortly we will be 
completely moving away from paper based communications and using only Schoolcomms in the near future.  This 
will ensure that communications are quicker with yourselves and cost the school less time and money which means 
valuable resources can go to improving your child's experiences. 
 
Therefore if you have not yet set up an account you will need to:- 
 
1. Provide the school office with an email address if your haven't done so already 
2. Go to https://schoolcomms.com 
3. Follow the instructions provided 
If you would like some support in setting up an account please see the ladies in the office and they will be able to 
support you in moving to Schoolcomms. 
 
Thank you for your ongoing support 

 

 
Communication Glossary and Information: 
School Gateway app – The mobile device app associated with 
School Comms.  This enables families to report absence, check 
attendance levels, pay for trips and events at school, as well as 
inform/change personal details. 
 

 
 

Web based School Gateway – www.schoolgateway.com  
Log in using your registered email address to see all of the information available on the app, in addition you can also 
see and download a full payment history. 

 

http://www.schoolgateway.com/

