
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
  

Term School opens on the morning 
of: 

School closes on the afternoon 
of: 

Spring 
Thursday 4 January 2018 Friday 9 February 2018 

Monday 19 February 2018 Thursday 29 March 2018 

Summer 
Monday 16

 
April 2018 Friday 25 May 2018 

Monday 4 June 2018 Tuesday 24 July 2018 

Attendance Week beginning 
8

th
 January 2018 

Class % Class % Class % Class % 

Buttercup 96 Foxglove 97.9 Juniper 96.9 Willow 96.1 

Honeysuckle 95.2 Snowdrop 96.2 Elder 98.3 Hawthorn 97.2 

Bluebell 96.4 Harebell 94.1 Cherry 97.8 Beech 99.7 

Daffodil 98 Rose 97.3 Lime 95   

Blenheim 94 Manderston 99.3 Windsor 98 Whole school 96.8 

Ascott 100 Chatsworth 95.7 Warwick 98.7   

Osborne 95.3 Hughenden 95.3 Dudley 91   

#17 
19/01/18 

 

Dates to note: 
 
Monday 22nd January   Sleepout Presentation to Year 2 Parents 3.30pm Main Hall 
 
Monday 29th January   Reception Height and Weight Screening 
Tuesday 30th January  Year 1 Explorer Dome (£4 to be paid by 22nd Jan) 
 
Friday 9th February  School closes for half term holiday @ 3.15pm/3.30pm 
 
Monday 19th February  School opens 
 
Monday 26th February  Parent Consultations Booking System opens 
 
Monday 12th March  Parent Consultations Booking System closes 
Wednesday 14th March   Parent Consultations (School closed to pupils) 
Thursday 15th March  Year 3 Egyptian Day 
 
Sunday 25th March   Year 6 residential to River Dart 
Thursday 29th March  School closes for Easter holidays @ 3.15pm/3.30pm 
Thursday 29th March  Year 6 residential trip return 
 
Monday 16th April   School opens 
Monday 16th April   National offer day for starting school 
 

Friday 25
th

 May    Year 2 Sleepout 
 
 

Staff in-service days will take place on: 
 

 Wednesday 14th March 2018, 
(Parent Consultations will be held on this day). 
 
School will be closed on Good Friday 30th March 2018 and Bank 
Holiday Monday 7th May 2018. 

https://www.thegivingmachine.co.uk/causes/william-harding-combined-school


 
 

Year Group News: 
Here is our section of the Harding Herald where year groups will give you a short overview of what they 
have been getting up to!  Hopefully this will provide some conversation starting points for the dinner 
table!  
 

Pre School –This week at Pre-School we have been busy printing with corks, exploring different textures, 
playing with shredded paper, playing on the year one Pirate Ship, cutting fruit and vegetables and making 
the tallest towers! The children have had lots of fun and laughter playing together. 
Please can we ask the children to bring in their favourite story book to share with their friends at circle time 
and we will add their favourite books to our Favourite book display in the Daisy room. Thank you 
 
Extended Services - 
Breakfast club: 
Have enjoyed building with Lego, cutting out magazines and making collages. Favourite breakfast this week 
has been pancakes, blueberries and raspberries. 
After School Club: 
We have had a busy week bubble painting, making slime in the dinosaur swamp and slime playdough. We 
do encourage the children to wear aprons and we would appreciate donations of large sized t.shirts for 
painting activities. 
Favourite tea this week was tea cakes, pitta breads with ham, cheese with salad. 
 
Reception – Reception have been creating lots of rockets and jet packs with all of the junk modelling that 

was donated- THANK YOU! We are now fully stocked for a while! 😊 
The children have been writing everywhere in the provision and we are so impressed with their super 
sentences!  They have been practising hard with their phonic work and are really trying to 'fred' out the 
word and blend it together to say the word. Any practise at home will help them with this. 
Each class can now retell the story of 'whatever next' in talk for writing and will start to add a different 
character next week.  
If you are able to donate any flour, cream of tartar, salt, oil, food colouring, sprinkles, herbs, spices -we 
would be very grateful as we make playdough daily with the children and get through a lot! 
 
Year 1 – This week in Year 1 we have been finding out about the history of space travel. We have been 
ordering some important dates, such as the first rocket launch, the first moon landing and the launch of 
the 'Hubble' telescope. We were excited to learn about Neil Armstrong and the first walk on the moon 
from Apollo 11.  
In maths we have been using our number bonds to 10 to learn our number bonds to 20, and recording 
them in different ways. The teachers can easily see who has been learning their numbers of the week each 
week - well done to all! 
We have started our new handwriting lessons and have shown beautifully neat letter formations! 
Mrs Holborow and Mrs Wood have been really impressed with our writing this week, as we were learning 
and using lots of big words like, 'conjunction' and 'clause'. All of the teachers have been really pleased with 
how high the children are aiming with their work - we are "aiming as high as space!" 
Next week we have visits from the drama club 'Perform,' where the children will have a free taster for the 
performing arts. Please remember to return consent and payment for the Explorer Dome if you have not 
already done so.  
 
  



 

Year 2 – In maths we have been solving problems  by rounding numbers and using our super quick recall 
skills of place value. During our Literacy and Language lessons we have continued to look at the features of 
scripts and explored the theme of honesty. In project lessons this week each class has been doing 
something slightly different Elder have been writing Roald Dahl fact files, Lime have been writing about 
magical medicines, Cherry have been creating a twisted version of Cinderella and Juniper made up an 
entirely new Roald Dahl style character. 
 

Year 3 – This week we have started an exciting new Science Fiction based Literacy and Language unit. In 
maths we have been measuring in m, cm and mm, we measured our height, feet and different objects in 
the room. It would be great if we could measure how tall some of our family members are at home and 
compare the heights. During our project lessons we have learning about hieroglyphics and have learnt to 
spell our names, maybe we could find out how to spell yours too. 
 

Year 4 – This week, in Year 4, the children have been learning the names and functions of the human teeth 
as part of our project learning, whilst in maths the pupils have been adding and subtracting multiples and 
near multiples of 25 and 1000.  Moreover, the year group has begun to learn about the different Roman 
numerals and even used them to compose and answer simple addition and subtraction statements.   
 

Year 5 – In Year 5 this week the pupils have been using and applying decimals in different contexts.  They 
have also been learning to use the short method of multiplication.  Meanwhile, in literacy and language, 
the children have been writing and editing their very own newspaper recounts.   
 

Year 6 – Year 6 had a fantastic day on Wednesday at The Lincolnsfields Children's Centre.  The children 
looked great dressed up in their 1940's style clothes.  Some even had authentically wrapped lunches!  The 
children spent the day learning about what it would have been like to have been a 'Blitz kid', how different 
the 1940's house was compared to homes of today, the importance of 'Dig for Victory' and 'Make Do and 
Mend', what to do in air raid and just how lucky they are not to have been educated with strict discipline in 
the 1940s classroom! They even got to meet Stan Ellis who was a former Royal Fusilier.  Stan, now 93, 
captivated the pupils with his own personal recollections of World War II. Particularly jaw dropping was 
Stan's memories as a prisoner of war, detained in an Italian camp for some seven months. 
Here are a few of the children's highlights: 
Jess - I found the school interesting because the way they used to teach in the 1940s was very different from 
now.  You had to sit up straight, you're not allowed your elbows on the table and you're not allowed to 
laugh! 
Rebecca - I found it interesting that we actually got to meet someone from WW2.  His name was Stan, he 
was 93 and he didn't get wounded! 
Jake - The thing I liked the most was learning about the blackouts and how they washed their clothes using 
a washboard and a ringer. 
Jaydon - I enjoyed experiencing the Anderson shelter and using the stirrup pump to put out the fire on the 
roof. 
The children all had a wonderful day and it really did enable their classroom learning to be brought to life! 



We also want to thank Mr and Mrs Davies for giving up their time to accompany us on the trip – it is 
appreciated.  We hope you had a good time! 
 
Communication Glossary and Information: 
We have lots of enquiries about the systems that we use.  Below is an explanation of each of the different elements 
of the system, although they are all linked!  Numbers using the systems have increased again in the last week – so 
thank you!  Please keep logging in! 
Please do contact the school office if you have any problems logging into School Gateway and we will address these 
issues as quickly as we can. 
Now we have 292 parents registered on the School Gateway and 198 using the School Gateway app on their mobile 
device. 
 
 
Pupil Voice: 
Our most recent pupil voice meeting was held on 10th January and the children 
were voting on which design should be used as a permanent values display in 
our main corridor.  Pupils were shown three fantastic different designs by Ms 
Taaffe and were also given the opportunity to comment on these and suggest 
any changes. 
Pupils voted for the first design and with a few modifications this will be the 
one that Ms Taaffe creates for the display in due course. 
 
 
 
Traffic: 

We’ve had a number of pupils late this week due to the increased traffic because of roadworks and traffic lights, 

especially by the new housing being built on Lower Road, Stoke Mandeville.  Please can we remind families that 

school starts at 0850 and all pupils are expected to be in their classrooms by this time.  Whilst we understand that 

there are sometimes traffic situations beyond your control, in the case of ongoing roadworks you should allow extra 

time for your journey to ensure that children are here on time. 

 
Year 2 Sleepout Presentation: 
If you are attending the presentation then please collect your children as usual and gather outside the Main 
Reception to be shown into the Main Hall for the presentation, which is due to start at 3.30pm. 
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