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2016-2017 Term dates: 
 
Thursday 5 January – Friday 10

 
February 2017 

Monday 20 February – Monday 31 March 
2017 
 
Wednesday 19 April – Friday 26 May 2017 
Monday 5 June – Friday 21 July 2017 
 
INSET DAYS: 
Wednesday 4 January 2017 
Tuesday 18

th
 April 2017 

 

www.williamhardingschool.co.uk 
 

Rights Respecting School’s Award: Article 23    
You have a right to special education and care if you have a disability, as well as all the Rights in the 

Convention, so that you can lead a full life. 
How many ways can you think of for us to help other people in our community so that everyone is 
able to lead a full life?   Let us know your ideas.  Give your suggestions to Sam in Year 6  e.g. bumps 

on pavements to let people with poor sight know where the road is, sensory gardens, ramps into 
shops and play grounds.  Remember to give us ideas for in school as well. 

 
Dates to note: 
Wednesday 22

nd
 February                 Reception Bring a Torch 

Wednesday 22
nd

 February  SEN Parents’ Evening 
Wednesday 22nd February  Year 1 Queen's Party 
Wednesday 22nd February  Scouts and Guides day 
Thursday 23

rd
 February  Parents Evening Booking closes 

Friday 24
th

 February  Hazard Alley Trip Year 5 
Tuesday 28

th
 February  Parent Consultations 

Wednesday 1st March   Secondary School Allocations 
Thursday 2

nd
 March Parent Consultations 

Friday 10
th

 March  Buttercup Class Assembly 
Monday 13

th
 March  River Dart 2018 Information Talk Year 

5  
Wednesday 15th March -  Year 1 Phonics screening workshop 

for parents 9am and 2.30pm 
Thursday 16th March - Year 1 Phonics screening workshop 

for parents 9am and 2.30pm  
Thursday 16

th
 March  Daffodil & Honeysuckle multi-sports  

Monday 20th March  Class Photos (R-Yr3) 
Tuesday 21st March  Class & Team Photos 

(Yr 4- Yr 6)  
Thursday 23rd March -  Phase 1 workshop for parents - 

Characteristics of Effective Learning 
9am and 4pm (with crèche) 

Friday 24
th

 March   Comic Relief (Details to follow) 
Friday 24th March  Reception Learning Journey drop ins 
Monday 27

th
 March River Dart Residential Trip leave 

Wednesday 29
th

 March  Reception Parents View Work 
Friday 31

st  
March   River Dart Residential Trip return 

Monday 8
th

 May   Year 6 testing week  
Friday 5th May    Honeysuckle class assembly  
Friday 19th May    Buttercup class assembly 
Friday 16th June    Bluebell class assembly  
Friday 23rd June    Daffodil class assembly 
Friday 30th June    Juniper class assembly 
Friday 7th July    Cherry class assembly 
Friday 14th July   Elder class assembly  
31st October 2017   Individual Photos (Whole school) 
22nd November 2017  Family Photos (3.30pm 
 
 

Attendance stars  
Week beginning 20-01-17 were: 

 
Year R Honeysuckle & Bluebell  94.8% 
Year 1 Snowdrop   96.7% 
Year 2 Elder    97.6% 
Year 3 Willow    96.7% 
Year 4 Osborne    97.7% 
Year 5 Manderston   98.7% 
Year 6 Dudley    98.0% 
 
Whole School    96.45% 

 



Attendance Update: 
An attendance update will be provided to parents, at the forthcoming Parents’ Evening in March.  Any parents not 
attending will receive theirs at the end of that week. 
We carry out regular attendance monitoring.  Some parents will receive a Schoolcomms informing them that their 
child is being monitored for attendance.  We are using our Schoolcomms system more as our first means of 
communication and to also reduce the amount of paper we use/send out.  If you are informed of your child starting 
attendance monitoring then please do not be alarmed.  Please remember that we have a duty and legal obligation to 
monitor the attendance of our pupils that fall below a certain level and it can be a supportive measure to enable 
access to support.   
 
This is an extract from our Every Lesson Counts document which is available on our website: 
How we monitor attendance 

 In accordance with local and national policy, we monitor attendance regularly and are required to inform parents 
and carers when their child’s attendance falls below 95% overall or is low over a period of 4/5weeks, using a 
standard letter adapted from the LA model (1a) 

 We will then monitor attendance for a period of 4 weeks.  During this time, absence will not be authorised 
without exceptional circumstances and/or evidence. 

 If attendance improves in the four weeks following the first letter further action may not be required.  (However if 
attendance should fall again, monitoring will begin automatically at Stage 2) 

 If attendance does not improve a second letter is sent out followed by a further four-week monitoring period (this 
is an extra round of monitoring put in by our school to allow more time for attendance to improve and is at the 
discretion of the school) 

 If attendance has still not improved following either of these monitoring periods then we may ask parents to 
come into school to discuss their child’s poor attendance and enter into a Parent Contract (PCM) with us to 
improve their child’s attendance.   

 At the end of the final stage of monitoring (PCM) then if attendance has reached acceptable levels, monitoring 
will end.  However if attendance has not improved, the school is obliged to refer the matter to the County 
Attendance Team for further investigation,  which could involve Penalty Notices or in some circumstances Court 
Action being taken. 

 
Below is the chart that shows the impact of days off across a WHOLE academic year. 
We thank you for your continued support and, as always, if you have any concerns about your child’s attendance or 
factors that may affect it then please do not hesitate to contact myself at school. 
Mrs Howson 
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SCHOOL DAYS IN EACH 
WHOLE SCHOOL YEAR 

10 days 
absence 

2 
school weeks 

19 days absence 
Nearly 

4 
school weeks 

29 days absence 
Approx 

6 
school weeks 

38 days absence 
Approx 

8 
school weeks 

47 days absence 
Approx 

9 ½  
school weeks 

190 days for allowed a 
child’s 

education each year 

180 days of education 171 days of 
education 

161 days of education 
 

A half term missed 

152 days of education 
 

143 days of education 
¼ of school year 

missed 

100% 95% 90% 85% 80% 75% 

 
Year 5 Hazard Alley trip: 
Please can we remind parents that children going on the Hazard Alley trip will need a packed lunch on that day and 
any hot school meals will need to be cancelled with Dolce.  We are trying to ensure that the trip is back before the 
end of the school day but it looks increasingly likely that the trip may be back after 3.30pm but before 4pm.  If you 
have any questions about this then please contact Mr Johnson or Mrs Howson via the school office.  
 
Parent’s Evening Booking System: 
This is now open and working well.  Currently we have 269 students without an appointment booked.  Booking is 
open until Thursday 23rd February. 
 
  



Hot School Meals: 
Please can we remind parents to order hot school meals in advance; we have had an increasing number of children 
coming to the lunchtime supervisors and office staff to call parents as they do not have a pre ordered meal. This may 
result in your child waiting some time before they have their lunch.  
 
Our Trip To College Lake: 
As the culmination of our topic on “Burps, bottoms and bile” we went on a 
cold, but exciting, trip to College Lake.  
We spent our time being animal detectives trying to find evidence of where 
animals had been, looking for time capsule boxes and dissecting owl pellets.  
It was fun!  Here are some of the comments our group made: 
“I liked being an animal detective looking for feathers, bones and animal 
prints.” 
 “It was good looking for treasure in the boxes.  We even found a woolly 
mammoth!” 
“I loved College Lake and all the friendly and informative staff.  They had so 
much knowledge it blew our socks off!” 
“I like looking out at the birds and wildlife.”  
“We found out about the teeth, skulls and nails in the owl pellets which showed us the animals they had eaten.” 
“My favourite part was when we were detectives on a secret mission sneaking about.” 
“I liked following the arrows to the woodland theatre.  And I enjoyed finding the fox poo!” 
“I loved the fact that the animals were running free and were able to live in their natural habitats.” 
All in all it was an amazing day filled with excitement.  We were grateful to all the staff that showed us around, kept 
us warm around the log burner and shared their knowledge to help us learn so much.   
Year 4 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Scouts and Guides: 
On Wednesday 22nd February 2017 Girls Guides and Girls Scouts celebrate Thinking Day.  This is where thoughts are 
given to girls all over the world involved in Girl Guiding, as this is the birthday of Lord Robert Baden-Powell (founder 
of the movement) and Lady Olave Baden-Powell (first Chief Guide).  The day is also called Founders Day by the 
Scouts.  We are inviting members of both Guides and Scouts to wear their uniforms into school on this day to help 
celebrate the event. 
 
 
Cushions & Beanbags 
If you have any cushions, beanbags, pillows or soft furnishings that you no longer need please send them into 
Reception. We are trying to revamp our snuggly reading areas.  
Thank you in advance.  
The Reception Team  
 

Tea Sets: 
Do you have a plastic tea set that we could borrow or you would like to donate to Year 1?  
If so we would gratefully receive any.  
Thank you in advance. 
The Year 1 Team  
  

https://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http://s0.geograph.org.uk/geophotos/02/86/29/2862948_83777ca7.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.geograph.org.uk/photo/2862948&h=480&w=640&tbnid=QBmgGwBKm5R63M:&docid=AXCDd-jdojvJ4M&ei=B8feVoPECIO1aeGOnqAK&tbm=isch&ved=0ahUKEwjD47KDjbHLAhWDWhoKHWGHB6QQMwhMKCQwJA


Year 1 Multiskills Festival: 
Thank you to all the parents for collecting their child from Aylesbury High School, apologies for any confusion at the 
collection time, we have given feedback comments to AHS.   
The children had a great time and we are all looking forward to the next one! 
"It was good because we got to run about and get fit" - Esmae 
"It was alright because we got to play games" - James 
"We got to play the shark game" - Dante 
"I liked it because we got to play what's the time Mr Shark" - Russel 
 
The Queen's Tea Party - Year 1 
Children can come to school on Wednesday 22nd February wearing their party clothes - fit for 
the queen. We will have a special tea party with some light refreshments. There may even be a 
special guest!  
We have a number of activities planned over the next half term and are kindly asking for 
donations of £1 per child to cover the costs of refreshments for the tea party and ingredients for 
bread making. 
Thank you for your support in making the children's learning exciting and enjoyable.  
 
 

 
Lights Out! - Reception  
To start off our new project 'Can I Switch it On?' if possible, we would like the 
children to bring in a torch (battery powered or wind up) on Wednesday 22nd 
February.  
Thank you.  
The Reception Team  
 

 

 

Do you recognise this bike? The bike was found hanging from the school fence by the Cycle Shelter, on Tuesday. We 
have removed and padlocked it for safe keeping. As yet, nobody has contacted the office, but If this bike belongs to 
you please call at Main Reception to collect the padlock key." 

 

 


