
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Term School opens on the morning 
of: 

School closes on the afternoon 
of: 

 
Monday 19 February 2018 Thursday 29 March 2018 

Summer 
Monday 16

 
April 2018 Friday 25 May 2018 

Monday 4 June 2018 Tuesday 24 July 2018 

Attendance Week beginning 
5

th
 February 2018 

Class % Class % Class % Class % 

Buttercup 96.4 Foxglove 94.8 Juniper 95.9 Willow 95.2 

Honeysuckle 97.5 Snowdrop 97.3 Elder 96.7 Hawthorn 96.9 

Bluebell 94.5 Harebell 91 Cherry 98.5 Beech 95.7 

Daffodil 92.3 Rose 98.3 Lime 93.8   

Blenheim 96.9 Manderston 98 Windsor 97.7 Whole school 96.2 

Ascott 91 Chatsworth 95 Warwick 98   

Osborne 99 Hughenden 98.7 Dudley 95.3   

#21 
23/02/18 

 

Dates to note: 
 
Monday 26th February  Parent Consultations Booking System opens 
Monday 26th February  Reception Movie Night 
Tuesday 27th February   Year 4 and 5 Movie Night 
Thursday 1st March   World Book Day - Grimm’s Fairy tale theme 
 
Friday 9th March   DSP Photography at pre-school (Class Group photos) 
 
Monday 12th March  Parent Consultations Booking System closes 
Wednesday 14th March   Parent Consultations (School closed to pupils) 
Thursday 15th March  Year 3 Egyptian Day 
 
Wednesday 21st March  Year 1 Phonics Workshop 2.30pm 
 
Sunday 25th March   Year 6 residential to River Dart 
Thursday 29th March  School closes for Easter holidays @ 3.15pm/3.30pm 
Thursday 29th March  Year 6 residential trip return 
 
Monday 16th April   School opens 
Monday 16th April   National offer day for starting school 
 
Friday 25th May    Year 2 Sleepout 
 
Friday 15th June     DSP Photography at pre-school (Individual 
photos/graduation and school leavers) 

 
 
 

Staff in-service days will take place on: 
 

 Wednesday 14th March 2018, 
(Parent Consultations will be held on this day). 
 
School will be closed on Good Friday 30th March 2018 and Bank 
Holiday Monday 7th May 2018. 

Current payments: 
 
All payable via School gateway 

 
Yr 6 River Dart  £420 
Movie Nights   £3.50 
Yr 2 Camp Out  £25 
Yr 3 Egypt Workshop  £5 
Yr 4 Woodrow  £180 
 

https://www.thegivingmachine.co.uk/causes/william-harding-combined-school


 
Year Group News: 
Here is our section of the Harding Herald where year groups will give you a short overview of what they 
have been getting up to!  Hopefully this will provide some conversation starting points for the dinner 
table!  
 

Pre School – This week the children have been playing in the Chinese Restaurant, experimenting with chop sticks and 
playing with noodles and serving Chinese food to one another and trying Chinese food together at the snack table. 
We have been tidying our outside areas and we have been adding new resources. 
We have brought new resources from IKEA for Pre-School with the Christmas fund raising money, these include mud 
kitchen resources, water play toys, outdoor table and chairs for the writing area, cushions and a throw for the  Daisy 
Room settee, new cups and plates, plant pots, Hi Vis jackets, small world toys. The children are enjoying playing with 
their new resources, thank you for your kind donations. 
The children's favourite activity this week has been the dinosaurs in the tuft tray with bubbles and bubble wands the 
children have been engaged in this activity for long periods of times. The water activity was chosen by the children 
on free flow Wednesday. 
It has been lovely to see the children laughing and playing together and blowing lots of bubbles which helps their 
hand and eye co-ordination. Lots of fun learning through play! 
DSP Photography will be visiting Pre-School for group photo's on the 9th March 10-2. If your child does not attend 
they are welcome to come with their parent at 10:30. Please let your Key Carer know if you will be attending. 
We will be holding a Mother's Day open day on the 12th March 10-11:30, there will be singing, flower arranging, 
making cards, craft activities and a Mummy story. You will be able to view your child's learning journey's too. 
Refreshments will be available. Donations are welcome. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Breakfast Club: 
Have enjoyed stencil drawing this week and playing football outside. The children's favourite breakfast has been 
bagels, bananas and Weeto's.  
The children have enjoyed using new cups, bowls and plates at Breakfast. 
After School Club: 
The children have had lots of fun playing Dodge ball in the Violet Room, Quiz buzzer games and describing items, 
painting activities, writing and drawing outside and making bubbles.  
After School's club favourite tea has been bread rolls and sandwich fillers and raspberries. 
Holiday Club: 
The children had lots of fun at February's Holiday Club celebrating Shrove Tuesday making pancakes, decorating 
pancakes and eating pancakes. On Friday we celebrated Chinese new year trying noodles, stir fry, Chinese chicken, 
soy sauce, sweet chilli sauce, spring rolls and prawn crackers. The children enjoyed trying different flavours and love 
eating Chinese food. Holiday Club loved playing Dodge ball and playing on the playground equipment. Hair braiding 
was popular  and eating pop corn and cookies watching a movie. 
April half term Holiday Club 3rd April-13th April  and the closing date is Friday 23rd February! 
 
  



Reception – This week the children have been on the look out for the gingerbread man and his crumbling crew! They  
have created their own wanted posters to go up around the school. If you want to see them in action, see the official 

Facebook group post. 😊 
All of the teachers have been super impressed with the children's writing this week- well done to all classes for trying 
so hard! 
The children have enjoyed feeling the love this week and some are now professional pancake flippers! We will 
continue to make pancakes next week! 
Each reception class now has their own worry plaque. A friendly fairy has delivered them over the half term! The 
children simply place their hand on the plaque when they have a worry and the plaque glows red, then it turns green 
when a fairy has taken the worry away. It is just one of the ways we are helping the children cope with their 
emotions on a daily basis. 
Next week we are starting our journey onto ' Spread a little happiness.' We are looking forward to helping everyone 
in our community to become happy every day! Ask the children about our happy activities that we will be doing 
across the weeks. 
Don't forget its world book day dress up on Thursday. The theme for dress up is Grimm fairy tales. We will be 
decorating ginger biscuits that day. If you could send in a small packet of sweets to help the children decorate, that 
would be amazing! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Year 1 – We have had a fantastic week in Year 1 this week, starting off our new project 'The Enchanted Woodland'. 
On Monday, whilst we were dressed up in our woodland outfits, we found a teeny tiny letter from a fairy who was 
sad because her home had been destroyed. We wrote back to the fairy with our own teeny tiny letters and have told 
her that we will help her to find a new home. We also made our own magical fairy doors, leading to our favourite 
places. We have also been looking at the trees growing on our school grounds - and were surprised to see how many 
different types we have! In maths we have been practising using number lines to count forwards and backwards.  
Thank you to all of the children who have been busy collecting sticks. Keep collecting them please, especially short, 
fat ones! 
Requests:  
Do you have any binoculars what we could borrow over the next few weeks? If so, please send them in and we will 
be careful to keep them safe. 
Over the next few weeks we will be going on walks around our school field. As it can be muddy, please send children 
into school with a pair of welly boots. Thank you.  
Date for the diary:  
Wednesday 21st March - 2.30pm: Year 1 Phonics Screening Workshop 
 

 
 
 
 



Year 2 – In the first week back we have been working hard on a new fairy tale literacy unit. In maths we have been 
multiplying using the bar method! In our project lessons we have been  working on a variety of different tasks in 
different classes,  either making dream jars or thinking about what makes a healthy diet and giving advice to Mr Twit 
on the foods he should eat to keep him healthy. 
 
Year 3 – To begin this half term we have been multiplying and dividing in maths. We have been working on balanced 
arguments and making sure our discussions are balanced in our literacy work! In our project lessons we are 
beginning  to work on the centre pieces for the year three museum. Remember to keep the morning of Wednesday 
28th March free, if you can to visit us and learn all about our project, more details to follow shortly. 
Year Two and Three 
It was great to see so many of you on Thursday at our film evening, we hope you all enjoyed it. 
We are very excited about World Book day and would love it if you bought a snuggly cushion to sit on next Thursday 
to help make our story telling extra special. 
 
Year 4 – This week Year 4 have been learning how to convert different metric measurements of length whilst in 
Literacy and Language they have begun to start planning their very own narrative verse based on 'The Bogey Men 
and the Trolls Next Door' by Kaye Umansky.  The pupils have also started their new topic, potions, by designing and 
then tasting their very own 'poptail' fizzy drinks and examining the similarities and differences between a range of 
liquids and solids.   
 
Year 5 – In Year 5 this week the pupils have been examining the lives of the Tudors.  Using books and ICT to research 
the lives of Henry VIII's six wives, they then used this information to create fact files of each personality.  Meanwhile, 
in maths the children have been looking at mental methods for addition and subtraction as well as multi-step 
problem solving whilst in French they have been learning to order different products within cafes and restaurants. 
 
Year 6 – We hope that you had a restful and enjoyable half term!  We would like to say a big welcome to Mrs 
Culverhouse and Miss Baldwin who now join our year group teaching a maths class.  Miss Baldwin teaches 
Arithmetic on a Monday and Mrs Culverhouse teaches the maths curriculum Tuesday to Friday.  This means we now 
have four maths groups instead of three, enabling us to divide the year group into a top and three parallels.  As a 
result, we have significantly smaller classes in the parallel groups (20 instead of 30). 
In class this week, Dudley and Warwick have been learning about the Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor and Windsor 
have moved onto D-Day.  Both of which were hugely significant events that impacted and ultimately changed the 
course of the Second World War. 
 
Communication Glossary and Information: 
We have lots of enquiries about the systems that we use.  Below is an explanation of each of the different elements 
of the system, although they are all linked!  Numbers using the systems have increased again– so thank you!  Please 
keep logging in! 
Please do contact the school office if you have any problems logging into School Gateway and we will address these 
issues as quickly as we can. 
Now we have 333 (was 306 last week) parents registered on the School Gateway and 222 (was 209 last week) using 
the School Gateway app on their mobile device.  Having the free app means that for us messaging parents incurs less 
cost to the school. 
Just a reminder that all payments made via the School Gateway generate an email receipt, this may be required as 
proof of payment.   
 
Vale Lottery: 
This is a really easy way to support our school in raising 
additional funds and provide an opportunity for you to win 
some money too! 
Sign up at:  
https://www.valelottery.co.uk/support/william-harding-
school 
 
 
 
 

https://www.valelottery.co.uk/support/william-harding-school
https://www.valelottery.co.uk/support/william-harding-school


Parent’s Evening Reminder: 
Our online booking system will open on Monday 26th February @ 0930am to enable you to book appointments for a 
consultation with the class teacher (and Maths teacher for Year 6 pupils) on Wednesday 14th March.  This system 
relies on you having an active email address, which MUST be the one registered on our school system.   
If your email has changed since the last time you logged into the system or you now have an email address then 
please contact the School Office to ensure it is logged correctly.   
A link to the booking system is shown below and is also available via our website: 
https://whcs.parentseveningsystem.co.uk/ 
 
Movie Nights: 
Thank you for your recent support with our first movie nights of 2018.  We have held three this week and they have 
been attended by 113 pupils across 4 year groups.  We will be holding two more next week for Reception on Monday 
and Years 4 and 5 on Tuesday and look forward to letting you know our final profit totals.  Book 
Thank you to all the staff for supervising. 
 
World Book Day: 
Just a reminder that our pupils chose the theme of Grimm’s Fairy Tales for our World Book Day 
celebrations.  Children are invited to dress up following this theme on Thursday 1st March.  We 
will be having World Book Day themed activities across the school on this day and look forward 
to the opportunity to further develop our pupils’ knowledge of historical authors and texts. 
 
 

https://whcs.parentseveningsystem.co.uk/

