
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Term School opens on the morning 
of: 

School closes on the afternoon 
of: 

 
Monday 19 February 2018 Thursday 29 March 2018 

Summer 
Monday 16

 
April 2018 Friday 25 May 2018 

Monday 4 June 2018 Tuesday 24 July 2018 

Attendance Week beginning 
19

th
 February 2018 

Class % Class % Class % Class % 

Buttercup 92.8 Foxglove 98.6 Juniper 93.2 Willow 94.2 

Honeysuckle 97.5 Snowdrop 96.6 Elder 97 Hawthorn 97.2 

Bluebell 88.6 Harebell 96.2 Cherry 100 Beech 99.3 

Daffodil 94.4 Rose 100 Lime 95.4   

Blenheim 97.3 Manderston 98.3 Windsor 95.7 Whole school 96.4 

Ascott 98.6 Chatsworth 98 Warwick 98   

Osborne 96.3 Hughenden 96 Dudley 92.7   

#22 
02/02/18 

 

Dates to note: 
 
Friday 9th March   DSP Photography at pre-school (Class Group photos) 
 
Monday 12th March  Parent Consultations Booking System closes 
Wednesday 14th March   Parent Consultations (School closed to pupils) 
Thursday 15th March  Year 3 Egyptian Day 
 
Monday 19th March  Sport Relief Fundraising begins 
Wednesday 21st March  Year 1 Phonics Workshop 2.30pm 
Friday 23rd March    Sport Relief Mile 
 
Sunday 25th March   Year 6 residential to River Dart 
Thursday 29th March  School closes for Easter holidays @ 3.15pm/3.30pm 
Thursday 29th March  Year 6 residential trip return 
 
Monday 16th April   School opens 
Monday 16th April   National offer day for starting school 
 
Friday 25th May    Year 2 Sleepout 
 
Friday 15th June  DSP Photography at pre-school (Individual       

photos/graduation and school leavers) 

 
 
 

Staff in-service days will take place on: 
 

 Wednesday 14th March 2018, 
(Parent Consultations will be held on this day). 
 
School will be closed on Good Friday 30th March 2018 and Bank 
Holiday Monday 7th May 2018. 

Current payments: 
 
All payable via School gateway 

 
Yr 6 River Dart  £420 
Yr 2 Camp Out  £25 
Yr 3 Egypt Workshop  £5 
Yr 4 Woodrow  £180 
 

https://www.thegivingmachine.co.uk/causes/william-harding-combined-school


 
Year Group News: 
Here is our section of the Harding Herald where year groups will give you a short overview of what they 
have been getting up to!  Hopefully this will provide some conversation starting points for the dinner 
table!  
 

Pre School – Pre-school children have enjoyed learning about 'People who help us' this week.  They have been 
dressing up in emergency services costumes Police, Doctors and Nurses and have had lots of fun engaging in role-
play with peers using a variety of props such as stethoscopes and emergency vehicles made from boxes and 
crates.  We have also created an indoor sand and digger area, which has high-vis jackets and hard hats which has 
been very popular.  The children especially enjoyed playing in the snow on the grass area and then afterwards 
coming inside for some hot chocolate to warm us up. We are looking forward to our Mother's day stay and play 
session on Monday 12th March at 10-11.30am, it has been fantastic to see so many reply slips coming back 
saying parents are able to attend.  Please remember it can be any one member of the family that can make it not just 
Mums.  There will be lots of lovely activities out to share with your children such as flower arranging, making cards 
and listening to stories.  There will also be refreshments available, donations are welcome. 
 
Reception – Reception started the week celebrating Chinese New year- making lucky penny envelopes, painting 
chinese symbols, making dragons, using chopsticks and learning about the year of the dog. In Maths they have been 
using 10 frames to count to 10 and beyond up to 20! We have been impressed with their counting skills as well as 
recognising the amounts and the matching numbers.  

They have loved the snow flurries and have made mini snowmen and some caught the snow on their tongue to see 
how it tasted? Those that attended the Reception Movie night, loved the film and enjoyed munching on the 

popcorn! Thank you to the staff that helped to run it. 😊 
 
Do you have any doctor/ nurse sets that you no longer use? We'd love them for our role play. 
The children were amazing in their dress up book characters today. They took part in a parade on our catwalk with a 
photo 'strike-a-pose' opportunity! They enjoyed different activities across the day, including, story mapping, story 
telling, making character puppets, acting out stories and decorating biscuits for grandma! A fantastic week had by 

all!   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Year 1 – In Year 1 this week we have been naming trees and deciding if they are deciduous or coniferous. We also 
thought about the different types of animals that would live in a woodland habitat. We wrote our own information 
books about woodland animals, giving lots of interesting facts. In maths we have been counting up in 2s and 5s, 
which we are really good at as we have been practising in Magic Maths! 
 
We had an amazing World Book Day! Almost all of the children were able to talk about the Brother's Grimm fairy tale 
character that they had dressed up as - thank you to the families who helped the children with their amazing 
costumes! All of the children worked in each of the classrooms with the different teachers during the day. They 
showed good listening and independent working skills as they completed each activity. They created 
character models out of salt dough, wove wool to make puppets, researched the Brother's Grimm on the I-pads and 

 



looked at some traditional Grimm illustrations in a P4C and writing activity.  
 
Year 2 – World book day was enormous fun it was great to see everyone looking so amazing in their costumes. We 
made collages based on little Red Riding Hood, alternative book covers for our favourite Grimm's tale and designed 
our own gingerbread houses which we then described. In maths we have been using boats and bars to divide! We 
have also been thinking about advice we can give to Roald Dahl's Twits to stay healthy, ask us about the experiments 
we have been conducting to back up our advice. Fairy Tales are also a big part of our literacy lessons as we continue 
to explore the characters, plot line and setting of Beauty and the Beast. 
 
Year 3 – We had a letter from the author of Interstella Cinderella and enjoyed looking at modern ways of turning the 
original Grimm fairy tale on its head. We also made chocolates inspired by Hansel and Gretel and a shadow puppet 
show inspired by Snow White.  In L&L we have been writing a balanced discussion presenting both sides to the 
argument of whether break times should be longer. In maths we have been working with money and learning to give 
change like a shopkeeper by counting up. Lots of fun being had making artefacts for our museum. 
 
Year 4 – Year 4 this week have been learning different ways to calculate the area of rectangles and compound shapes 
whilst in literacy and language the pupils have continued to plan their new version of the story 'The Bogey men and 
the Trolls Next Door' by Kaye Umansky.  Moreover, within project learning, they have been identifying the different 
properties of solids, liquids and gases and using the Internet to research how the molecules behave within each.  

Year 5 – In Year 5 this week the children have been multiplying and dividing by 10, 100 and 1000 in maths, whilst in 
literacy and language they have begun to look at persuasive writing, so far focussing on its purpose and key 
features.  Meanwhile within project learning, the pupils have been studying King Henry VIII, this has included a look 
at his various residences as well as noting his changing physical appearance from portraits. 
 
Year 6 – Yesterday Year 6 had a very GRIMM day! 

Dudley made up and planned their own GRIMM story in the form of their choice (storyboard, cartoon strip, 
illustrated story, newspaper, and booklet).  The aim being to write in the early GRIMM style, just not too GRIM! 
Warwick read 'The Elves and the Shoemaker' and then became shoe designers for the day.  They each designed their 
own futuristic trainers/shoes/boots, writing detailed descriptions of their materials and functionality.  In the 
afternoon they wrote an alternative ending to the original story. 
Windsor watched a short film of Hansel and Gretel and then wrote character descriptions using their 'showing not 
telling' skills.  They then looked at alternative settings and how the characters would have reacted differently as a 
result.  The class then worked on recreating the gingerbread house using a variety of materials to make jammy 
dodgers, lollipops, mini chocolate rolls etc.  Finally, they used their persuasive skills to 
advertise and sell the gingerbread house.  
Needless to say, a good day was had by all! 
 

 
  



Communication Glossary and Information: 
Please do contact the school office if you have any problems logging into School Gateway and we will address these 
issues as quickly as we can. 
We now have 337 (was 306 last week) parents registered on the School Gateway and 227 (was 209 last week) using 
the School Gateway app on their mobile device.  Having the free app means that messaging parents incurs less cost 
to the school. 
Just a reminder that all payments made via the School Gateway will generate an email receipt, this may be required 
as proof of payment.  You can check your past payments and to confirm a payment has been processed by looking 
under the payments tab when logging in on the School Gateway website. 
 
Vale Lottery: 
This is a really easy way to support our school in raising 
additional funds and provide an opportunity for you to win 
some money too! 
Sign up at:  
https://www.valelottery.co.uk/support/william-harding-
school 
 
 
 
 
Parent Consultations Reminder: 
Our online booking system opened on Monday 26th February to enable you to book appointments for a consultation 
with your child’s class teacher (and Maths teacher for Year 6 pupils) on Wednesday 14th March.  This system relies on 
you having an active email address, which MUST be the one registered on our school system.   
If your email has changed since the last time you logged into the system or you now have an email address then 
please contact the School Office to ensure it is logged correctly.  Please contact the office should you have any 
difficulties logging into the system and we will endeavour to solve them as quickly as possible. 
A link to the booking system is shown below and is also available via our website: 
https://whcs.parentseveningsystem.co.uk/ 
 
Thrift Shop: 
This will be displayed on the Consultation Day.  Please bring donations of clothes prior to Wednesday 14th March.  
Items available from 50pm.  Please bring change! 
 
  

https://www.valelottery.co.uk/support/william-harding-school
https://www.valelottery.co.uk/support/william-harding-school
https://whcs.parentseveningsystem.co.uk/


Movie Nights: 
Thank you for your recent support with our first movie nights of 2018.  We have held two more this week and, in 
total, they have been attended by 198 pupils across all 7 year groups.  We made a profit of £570.  This money has 
been added to the previous money raised at discos and movie nights to be put towards the purchase of new 
interactive screens to replace the Smartboards we have in the majority of our classrooms.  The screens cost 
approximately £2500 each, so you can see how much we need to raise! 
Thank you to all the staff for supervising and for the children attending – we hope that you enjoyed the films! 
 

 
 


