
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Term School opens on the morning 
of: 

School closes on the afternoon 
of: 

 
Monday 19 February 2018 Thursday 29 March 2018 

Summer 
Monday 16

 
April 2018 Friday 25 May 2018 

Monday 4 June 2018 Tuesday 24 July 2018 

Attendance Week beginning 
26

th
 February 2018 

Class % Class % Class % Class % 

Buttercup 84 Foxglove 94.9 Juniper 91.5 Willow 94.8 

Honeysuckle 87.6 Snowdrop 92.7 Elder 96.5 Hawthorn 98.3 

Bluebell 83 Harebell 89.3 Cherry 93.5 Beech 97.5 

Daffodil 83.2 Rose 90.7 Lime 92.8   

Blenheim 96.7 Manderston 99.2 Windsor 99.2 Whole school 94.1 

Ascott 98.3 Chatsworth 100 Warwick 99.6   

Osborne 97.9 Hughenden 97.5 Dudley 94.2   
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Dates to note: 
 
Monday 12th March  Parent Consultations Booking System closes 
Wednesday 14th March   Parent Consultations (School closed to pupils) 
Thursday 15th March  Year 3 Egyptian Day 
 
Monday 19th March  Sport Relief Fundraising begins 
Monday 19th March  Book Fair 3.15pm Main corridor 
Tuesday 20th March  Book Fair 3.15pm Main corridor 
Wednesday 21st March  Year 1 Phonics Workshop 2.30pm 
Wednesday 21st March  Book Fair 3.15pm Main corridor 
Thursday 22nd March  Book Fair 3.15pm Main corridor 
Friday 23rd March    Sport Relief Mile 
 
Sunday 25th March   Year 6 residential to River Dart 
Thursday 29th March  School closes for Easter holidays @ 3.15pm/3.30pm 
Thursday 29th March  Year 6 residential trip return 
 
Monday 16th April   School opens 
Monday 16th April   National offer day for starting school 
 
Friday 25th May    Year 2 Sleepout 
 
Thursday 14th June  Class/Team/Year 6 Leavers Photographs 
 
Friday 15th June  DSP Photography at pre-school (Individual       

photos/graduation and school leavers) 

 
 
 

Staff in-service days will take place on: 
 

 Wednesday 14th March 2018, 
(Parent Consultations will be held on this day). 
 
School will be closed on Good Friday 30th March 2018 and Bank 
Holiday Monday 7th May 2018. 

Current payments: 
 
All payable via School gateway 

 
Yr 6 River Dart  £420 
Yr 2 Camp Out  £25 
Yr 3 Egypt Workshop  £5 
Yr 4 Woodrow  £180 
 

https://www.thegivingmachine.co.uk/causes/william-harding-combined-school


 
Year Group News: 
Here is our section of the Harding Herald where year groups will give you a short overview of what they 
have been getting up to!  Hopefully this will provide some conversation starting points for the dinner 
table!  
 

Breakfast Club - At Breakfast club this week the children have enjoyed making Mother's day cards, using coloured 
card and glitter.  The most popular breakfast this week was Muffins and hot chocolate, blueberries and strawberries. 

After School Club - The children have been joining in with a Harry Potter quiz, enjoying playing on the Wii with the 
new games such as 'Just dance' Fifa, tennis and Roller Coaster game. The children have enjoyed Making Mother's 
Day cards and Harry Potter Quizzes, Mothering Sunday word searches.  

The children will be having a farewell party with pizza takeaway, party games and saying goodbye to good friends 
which have been at After School Club for a long time. We wish them good luck in their new adventure. 
 
Pre School –  Pre-school have enjoyed joining in with Trishna's Holi celebrations this week.  Trishna shared photos of 
her celebrating with her family throwing lots of brightly coloured powder paint, Holi is the festival of colour. The 
children have had fun spraying bottles of paint on a large white sheet in the playground, it looked very colourful.  
This week our favourite snack was poppadums and dips, pilau rice and naan bread, this was very popular and the 
children enjoyed tasting Indian food.  We have been busy getting ready for our Mother's day stay and play session on 
Monday, we are looking forward to seeing one member of their family to visit, it doesn't have to be Mummy! We will 
be sharing some lovely activities with them. (If a Monday is not your child's usual day, you are welcome to come 
along at 10 until 11.30 to join in.)  We are still doing lots of activities and talking about  'people who help us' and 
would love it if you or someone you know would come in to talk about their job that involves helping others, such as 
Nurses, Police Officers and Doctors, please talk to Catherine or Sam if you’re interested.  On World book day the 
children had a visit to Reception and joined in with their parade, the children and staff had a great time showing off 
their lovely costumes and watching the Reception teachers perform the story of Little Red Riding Hood.  Can we 
please remind everyone that Wednesday the 14th March is an inset day and Pre-school and the extended services 
are closed. 
 
Reception - Reception have had a wonderful week! They have been very busy little people indeed! The children have 
developed their story telling of the gingerbread man and have done lots of writing and creative things in the 
environment.  
In maths we have enjoyed learning about left and right, and played games like the hokey cokey and danced to the 
cha cha slide! 
 
Next week we are focusing on being crime detectives and a lovely mummy police officer is coming in with her police 
car to give us a guided tour on Thursday and to tell us about her job. We are very much looking forward to this! 
 
Year 1 – Yet another busy week in Year 1! We have been dissecting flowers and looking at the different parts of 
them; stem, leaf, flower, petal, & root. We enjoyed carrying out an investigation with pine cones and found out that 
when they are wet and cold they close up and when they are warm and dry they open up to release their seeds. As 
part of our Enchanted Woodland adventures we have been reading and writing instructions about how to make a 
woodland crown - do you think you could make one at home? In maths we have been measuring lengths and heights 
of various objects using non-standard units, such as cubes, and standards units such as cm, m and mm.  
 
Next week we will be reading the story of Hansel and Gretel and writing our own versions. If anyone has the story, 
please bring it in. 
 
Phase Two - Over the next few weeks we have decided to ask the children from different classes in our phase  to 
write their own review. Here are the first two class reports. 
 
Year 2 – (Noah, Dylen, Dante, Isobelle and Russel- Juniper class) 
 
In maths we have been dividing and filling the gaps in tricky number sentences, which has been great fun- we are all 
experts now! We have been making careful observations of our bread experiment. This meant we have come up with 



some great advice for the twits on how to try and keep healthy by washing their hands. In English we have begun 
writing our very own fairy tale stories using interesting adjectives. Our stories include frogs, wolves, giants and 
princesses. We have also completed a top secret task making a surprise for someone on Sunday! 
 
Year 3 – ( Abigale, Sophia, Rupert,Charlie C, Mohsin and Kajus- Willow class) 
 
We have been preparing for our museum and are excited about people coming in to see it. In maths lessons we have 
been completing a data handling booklet, investigating pets, colours and favourite fruits. In English we have been 
working on kennings, riddles and tongue twisters. Here is one of our favourites "Betty Botter bought some butter, 
she said this butter is bitter, if I put this butter on my toast then it will go bitter." 
 
Don't forget to dress up for Egyptian day next Thursday.  Mrs Hinton would like to remind you that if you want to 
send your world book day story off to the author of Inter-Stella Cinderella. You need to hand it in as soon as possible. 
 
Year 4 –  In Year 4 this week the pupils have been learning about equivalent fractions and decimals and have been 
applying this knowledge to different measurements and money.  Moreover, in Literacy and Language, the children 
have been drafting and editing their own stories based on 'The Bogeymen and the Trolls Next Door' by Kaye 
Umansky whilst in project learning, they have been investigating how the different molecules within solids, liquids 
and gases are arranged and behave. 
 

Year 5 –  The pupils in Year 5 this week have been translating and reflecting shapes in maths whilst in Literacy and 
Language they have been examining adverbs of possibility and how they can be used to enhance their persuasive 
writing.  Within project learning, the children in Manderston have been looking at some of lesser known Tudor 
monarchs as well as investigating the causes and results of the Wars of the Roses.  Meanwhile, Chatsworth and 
Hughenden have been studying the life and death of Anne Boleyn. 
 
Year 6 –  This week Year 6 have been working hard in their Literacy and Language sessions on their own chosen story 

fiction genre.  We have spent time looking at typical features of a variety of genres from fantasy to adventure and 

horror/supernatural.  Pupils have been trying to weave these features into their own story whilst also considering 

the many devices that will enable them to present their writing in the best possible light.  For example, show don't 

tell, personification, similes, metaphors, adventurous verbs and adjectives, simple, compound and complex 

sentences... the list goes on!  We can't wait to read them! 

Reminder: 
 
Please can we remind you the ways in which you can contact your child’s class teacher: 

 At the classroom door in KS1, although this should be short and mostly passing on information! 

 Via phone, email or in person at the office.  Our teaching staff are usually available from 8.15am until 
children come into school at 8.40am. 

If you leave a message for your child’s class teacher, please be aware that they will call you when they are free from 
class, either break, lunch or after school. It would be helpful if you could leave an outline of the issue so that class 
teachers can respond appropriately and in a timely fashion. 
 
Please remember that if you need to come to the main office you should come via the main entrance only. 
 
Communication Glossary and Information: 
Please do contact the school office if you have any problems logging into School Gateway and we will address these 
issues as quickly as we can. We now have 337 (was 306 last week) parents registered on the School Gateway and 227 
(was 209 last week) using the School Gateway app on their mobile device.  Having the free app means that 
messaging parents incurs less cost to the school. 
 
Just a reminder that all payments made via the School Gateway will generate an email receipt, this may be required 
as proof of payment.  You can check your past payments and to confirm a payment has been processed by looking 
under the payments tab when logging in on the School Gateway website. 
 



Vale Lottery: 
This is a really easy way to support our school in raising 
additional funds and provide an opportunity for you to win 
some money too! 
Sign up at:  
https://www.valelottery.co.uk/support/william-harding-
school 
 
 
 
 
Parent Consultations Reminder: 
Our online booking system opened on Monday 26th February to enable you to book appointments for a consultation 
with your child’s class teacher (and Maths teacher for Year 6 pupils) on Wednesday 14th March.  This system relies on 
you having an active email address, which MUST be the one registered on our school system.  The system closes on 
Monday 12th March. If your email has changed since the last time you logged into the system or you now have an 
email address then please contact the School Office to ensure it is logged correctly.  Please contact the office should 
you have any difficulties logging into the system and we will endeavour to solve them as quickly as possible. 
A link to the booking system is shown below and is also available via our website: 
https://whcs.parentseveningsystem.co.uk/ 
 
Thrift Shop: 
This will be displayed on the Consultation Day.  Please bring donations of clothes prior to Wednesday 14th March.  
Items available from 50p.  Please bring change! 
 
Book Fair: 
We will be holding a book fair on Monday 19th, Tuesday 20th, Thursday 222nd March in the Main corridor from 
3.15pm.  World book day tokens can be used towards the purchase of books at the book fair.  Your child should have 
brought home their work book day token this week. 
 
  

https://www.valelottery.co.uk/support/william-harding-school
https://www.valelottery.co.uk/support/william-harding-school
https://whcs.parentseveningsystem.co.uk/


 

William Harding Extended School require a  
Extended Services Play Leader 
 
50 weeks a year from 17.5hours per week 
BCC Range 2 (£18,517 – £20,800 pro rata) 
 
 
The Head Teacher and Preschool and Extended Services Managers are seeking to appoint a dynamic and experienced 
Play Leader to join our well established and popular setting. The successful candidate will contribute to and oversee 
the care and play experiences of children at our After School Club and Holiday Club. There is the opportunity to 
increase hours during Holiday Club. 
 
Applicants should consider themselves to be an exemplary role model, have high expectations of the children in their 
care, be committed to raising standards within a supportive and welcoming environment and have the ability to 
deliver child-centered practice. The successful candidate will work with the Preschool Managers to lead and develop 
practice at our schools After School and holiday Club, the role does require managerial responsibilities. 
 
Candidates should have a minimum NVQ level 3 qualification in childcare and education.  Previous experience of 
working with children in a preschool or similar environment and knowledge of the EYFS, the play principles and child 
development is essential. Leadership experience is desirable. 
 
Candidates should have the ability to converse at ease with our families, professionals and each other in accurate 
spoken English 
 
We are committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children and expect all staff to share this 
commitment. Enhanced DBS check required.  
 
Please do not hesitate to contact Julie/Sian at the Extended School should you wish to discuss the role further. Visits 
are positively encouraged. Please note applications should be written in conjunction with the job description and 
personal specification. NO CV’s. 
Please contact the extended office for an application pack or to book a visit by e-mail: 
extendedoffice@whcs.bucks.sch.uk or telephone: 01296 398822 
  



  



 

 
 


