
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Term School opens on the morning of: School closes on the afternoon of: 

Spring Thursday 3 January 2019 Friday 15 February 2019 

Tuesday 26 February 2019 Friday 5 April 2019 

Summer Wednesday 24 April 2019 Friday 24 May 2019 

Monday 3 June 2019 Wednesday 24 July 2019 

Autumn Wednesday 4 September 2019 Friday 25 October 2019 

Tuesday 5 November 2019 Thursday 19 December 2019 

Staff in-service days (INSET days) will take place on Monday 25th February 2019, Tuesday 23rd April 2019, 2nd and 3rd 
September 2019, 4th November 2019, 6th January 2020 and 24th February 2020.  

School will be closed Bank Holiday Monday 6th May 2019 

SCHOOL OFFICE OPENING TIME 08.30am, PHONE CALLS FROM 8am 
May we remind parents when communicating with school whether by email, schoolcomms, letter etc we do need 
your child’s full name and class please, thank you for your help with this. 

PLEASE REMEMBER ALL SCHOOL TRIPS/ ACTIVITIES ARE TO BE PAID THROUGH THE SCHOOL GATEWAY NOW  

REMINDER: WE DO NOT HAVE A PUBLIC TOILET IN SCHOOL! 
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Dates to note:  
29th March 2019    EY & KS1- 2.45pm, KS2 - 3pm Mother’s Day Event      
1st April -5th April      Year 6 Residential – River Dart  
4th April 2019     SEND Parents Evening 
4th & 5th April       Year 5 - Hazard Alley 
5th April 2019     Reception – Easter Activity Day 
26th April 2019     Year 1 - Science Workshop 
30th April & 1st May      Whole School – Parents Evenings 
3rd May 2019     EY & KS1- 2.45pm, KS2 – 3pm ‘Come & Read 
23rd May 2019     Year 4 – Hampton Court (Details to follow) 
24th – 25th May     Year 2 - Camp-out (details to follow) 
6th June 2019     EY & KS1 – 2.45pm, KS2 – 3pm ‘Come & Read’ 
13th June 2019     Whole School – Class/Sports/Leavers Photographs 
14th June 2019     Whole School – Father’s Day Event 
24th June 2019     Year 1 – Tring Zoological Museum  
27th June 2019     Year 1 – Safari Stu visitor  
8th July 2019     Move Up Stay Up 
8th – 10th July     Year 4 - Residential – Woodrow 
10th & 12th July     Year 2 – College Lake Year 2 – College Lake 
4th November – 8th November 2019  (present Year 5) River Dart 
 
 
 
10th & 12th July 2019   Year 2 – College Lake 
 
4th – 8th November 2019   Year 6 (present Year 5) Residential – River Dart
    
 
 
 
 
 

  

SCHOOL GATEWAY CLOSED 
FROM 16TH March to 1st April 
2019 – no payments can be 
made within these dates 
Science Workshop Year 1      £3 
(Will be payable after the 1st 
April) 
Hampton Court   Year 4   £?Will 
be payable after 1st April 
Tring Zoological 
Museum/Safari Stu   Year 1     
£12 
(Will be payable after the 1st 
April) 
Woodrow Year 4            £170 
River Dart (present Year 5) 
November 2019     £390 

 
 

 

https://www.thegivingmachine.co.uk/causes/william-harding-combined-school


Dear Parents, 

We have had a busy time in assessment week with the pupils and teachers focusing on assessments.  We aim to 
ensure pupils are happy and see this week as part of their ongoing learning.  We talk to the children about ‘showing 
off’ and how it is a time to ‘see all our hard work and progress pay off’.  I am proud of how our pupils show our 
motto ‘Aim High, Work Hard’ during their learning and of course they always show how to ‘Be Kind’ every day.  

I am pleased to see how much information is shared in our Harding Herald as it develops and I would like to thank 
Mrs Smith for working hard on the layout to make it as easy as possible for you to navigate.  If you have any 
comments on how we could make it even better please contact the office. 

A special note to those pupils in our choir who attended the Echoes concert at the Royal Albert Hall – as always our 
pupils were role models and all enjoyed the wonderful experience. Well done also to our Cross Country team who 
did us all proud last Saturday with excellent performances.  You can read more information about these events later 
in the newsletter.  Thank you to the staff who organized and attended these events (in their own time) to support 
our pupils in these wonderful experiences.  

I look forward to seeing all our Mother’s and female family members at our event later today. 

Have a lovely weekend.  

Miss Cotchin 

 

 

************************************************************************* 

We have been advised by Buckinghamshire County 
Council that Highway Maintenance works are being 
carried out on Monday 1st April in Waivers Way and that 
the road will be closed between 09.30 and 15.00 hrs. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

                    
*********************************************************************************************** 

Year – 4 The children in Year 4 have enjoyed learning new map reading skills as part of our Geography topic ‘Spatial 
Sense’.  These have included recognising the geographical tools on a globe (lines of longitude and latitude, the 
tropics and the equator), using a scale to calculate the distance between different points on an OS map and learning 
how to read and plot 4-figure grid references.  The pupils have then had the opportunity to apply their persuasive 
writing skills by planning, drafting and editing a tourist information article promoting the many wonderful sights to 
see in Aylesbury. 

Since the beginning of half-term, the children have been studying the writing of David Walliams with a particular 
emphasis on his novel ‘Demon Dentist’.  The pupils have immensely enjoyed reading his work and have completed a 
series of extended writing tasks based on this book.  These have included an article persuading children to go to the 
dentist, a description of a spooky journey (in which they used short sentences and ellipsis to generate tension and 
suspense) and a diary entry from the perspective of the main character.  

In maths lessons, the focus for the last four weeks has been fractions.  The children have been using a variety of 
concrete, pictorial and abstract resources to learn how to recognise equivalency, add and subtract fractions and find 
fractions of different quantities.  This half term, the children have also been learning how to estimate, measure and 
convert different units of capacity and mass.  Moreover, the children have been working particularly hard on their 
reasoning skills which is helping them to gain a much deeper knowledge and understanding of the concepts taught. 

 Mr M. Johnson 

Year 4 leader 

 

 

 
HEAD LICE 
IT WOULD APPEAR THAT WE HAVE SEVERAL CASES OF HEAD 
LICE IN SCHOOL AT THE MOMENT, PLEASE BE AWARE AND 
CHECK YOUR CHILDRENS HAIR REGULARY PLEASE. 

 

 



William Harding School Choir performs at the Royal Albert Hall            

On Monday the 18th of March, members of our choir joined forces with 58 other Buckinghamshire schools in a 
magnificent and memorable performance at London’s Royal Albert Hall. Organised by Bucks Music Trust, the concert 
was entitled Echoes – Dare to Dream.  The theme of the songs was Love and Life. The children have put in many 
weeks of dedicated rehearsal and, on the day, they performed brilliantly, impressing both their teachers and parents, 
who are extremely proud of their accomplishment.  Further details and a video clip of the finale can be seen in this 
week’s Bucks Herald:  

www.bucksherald.co.uk/news/thousands-of-bucks-primary-school-pupils-dare-to-dream-during-performance-at-
the-royal-albert-hall-1-8863093 

From the Director of Music at Buckinghamshire Music Trust 

To all the wonderful Echoes Choir Leaders and teachers: 

Thank you so much for your fantastic work in rehearsing and preparing the children for last night. It was an 
extraordinary concert with both halves being moving, inspiring and exciting in equal measure and realising music at 
an outstanding level. A guest from the Arts Council said to me afterwards that the concert ‘was the highest quality 
event for primary children that I have ever seen’ and that really means something. We could not put on these events 
without your support, events that your pupils will hopefully remember forever as something very special. Thank you 
especially for being so wonderful on the day with your supervision, patience and professionalism too. 

The Children’s Perspectives… 
 
Millie: “It was a memory of a lifetime!” 
 
Laila: “We are very lucky because it’s not every day that the choir gets to use the Royal Albert Hall to sing.” 
 
Sophie: “..Nerve-racking when we came into the hall but very enjoyable once we started singing.” 
 
Caitlyn: “I was terrified at first, but then someone helped me spot my parents (in the audience).” 
 
Hayley-Ann: “I thought I’d have stage-fright when I saw so many people – but I didn’t.” 
 
Saffron: “The Royal Albert Hall looked different to how I’d expected because I’ve seen it on TV”. 
 
Hollie: “I liked the T-shirts.” 
 
Janco: “It was satisfying when over 5,000 people clapped.” : “On March 18th, we sang to over 5000 people 
in the impressive Royal Albert Hall with my fellow choir members.  I was so overwhelmed of how massive it 
was! It was fun and a pleasure to sing and to represent the school” 
 
 
Harry: “It sounded amazing at the end!” 
 
Lily: “It was an once-in-a-lifetime experience.” 

************************************************************ 
                                                              



IMPORTANT – HOT SCHOOL MEALS 
 
Despite weekly reminders there are still meals that are not required, which are not being cancelled.   
 
To avoid incurring unnecessary cost to the school and yourselves, please, please remember to cancel meals if your 
child is absent from school or has been provided with a packed lunch. 
  
We really would appreciate your co-operation with this.                   
 
 
 
 
 

 

GREEN GATE ENTRANCE 

We would be grateful if you would supervise your children whilst waiting at the Green gate entrance, also 
please remind them that once inside the green gate waiting area to behave in an orderly manner, not to 
climb on the Cycle shed, play with balls etc. Failure to comply with this may result in the gate not 
continuing to be opened early. 
Thank You 

 
 

School Shop raised £25.25 this week!      
                                

 
 
 
CHARITY AND FUNDRASIING NEWS; 

      
EPILEPSY AWARENESS DAY – 26TH MARCH 
                                                                                              
WE ARE PLEASED TO ANNOUNCE THAT WE HAVE RAISED £439.55 FOR EPILEPSY AWARENESS DAY 
THANK YOU 

 
 



DISTRICT CROSS COUNTY   
Congratulations to our team of 20 runners who took part in the District Cross Country at Waddesdon Manor last 
Saturday.  There were outstanding performances over a demanding course of 1100m for Year 3 & 4 and 1300m for 
Year 5 & 6.  William Harding finished in 4th Place, the overall winners were Turnfurlong School 
 

 
 

 
 
KS1 Housepoints – this week’s totals 
 

1st Rothschild 126 

2nd Guttmann 113 

3rd Hampden 107 

4th Nightingale 90 

 

KS2 Housepoints  - this week’s totals    
 

 

1st Hampden 143 

2nd Guttmann 131 

3rd Nightingale 129 

4th Rothschild 123 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
In November we sent out a letter regarding Mobile Phones in school. We discourage mobile phones from being 
brought into school, however, as a school we fully appreciate the part they play in keeping children 'safe whilst 
walking to and from school independently, mobile phones are not needed if a pupil is accompanied to school. We 
only allow mobile phones to be brought into school, no iPods, MP3 players etc. Only Year 5 and 6 pupils have the 
option to bring their mobile phones to school unless there are exceptional circumstances which you will need to 
inform the office of.  
 
If your child is walking to and from school by themselves and they wish to bring their mobile phone. Parents and 
children will be expected to sign the code of conduct before bringing their phone to school, a copy of this can be 
requested from the school office.  
 

 
 



 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

SCHOOL DRIVEWAY TO MAIN ENTRANCE - PLEASE USE PEDESTRIAN GATE ONLY   WHEN ENTERING THE SCHOOL 
AND NOT THE DRIVE THROUGH, THIS IS FOR YOUR OWN SAFETY, THANK YOU 
 
In recent months, we have highlighted the issues with parents/carers parking on the school premises and outside of 
school.  
 
We have received multiple complaints from local residents over blocked driveways and parking on pavements, 
please note parking area by bungalows near bike shed is private property and not to be used for parking, dropping 
off or for collection.  A recent incident, involved a parent driving on the pavement to avoid a queue of traffic.  This is 
not acceptable and endangers the lives of the children, parents as well as other drivers and pedestrians 
 
Unfortunately parents continue to park on the hatchings, double park, block cars that are parked in bays and are 
verbally abusive to other parents and staff.  
 
Thank you to those who are respectful and continue to follow our policies and be considerate to pedestrians and 
other drivers. 
 
Due to the behaviour of some, Governors and ourselves are in the process of reviewing our policy of allowing 
vehicles on site during drop off and collection.  If changes to our procedures take place you will be kept informed. 
 
WE WOULD LIKE TO REMIND PARENTS THAT PARKING IN THE SCHOOL CAR PARK IS ONLY ALLOWED AFTER 8.25am   
 
Thank you for your co-operation in this matter. 
 
Miss Cotchin 

 

 
 
No use of the yellow hatchings, except for Bucks CC Contracted taxis only – NO PRIVATE TAXIS 

Only use the disabled spaces if you are in possession of a blue badge which must be displayed.                                                  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 

EXCITING NEWS! BREAKFAST AND AFTER SCHOOL CLUB NOW HAVE 
SPACES AVAILABLE! 

For many years we have had a long waiting list but we are thrilled to be in a position where we now have 
spaces available. 

 
What activities do we offer at Breakfast and after school club? 
• Football                                    
• Go karts 
• Lego/ construction                                                       
• Table tennis  
• Pool table  
• Arts ‘n’ crafts                              
• And lots more exciting activities!                       
 
 
We provide a fun and relaxing atmosphere, and the clubs are run by staff from the main school, so will be familiar to 
the children who attend.   At Breakfast Club a range of breakfast cereals, fruit and toast to choose from and milk and 
water, are included in the fee.  At After School Club we provide a light tea, fruit, vegetables, water and milk. 
Opening Hours 
Breakfast Club starts at 7:45am and finishes at 8:45am 
 
After School club starts at 3pm and finishes at 6pm. 
 
For more details and information please contact:  
 
extendedoffice@whcs.bucks.sch.uk 
  
 (01296 398822) 
 
We look forward to hearing from you! 
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Internet Safety 
Each week in the Harding Herald we will attach some useful information to help you keep your child safe online. If 
there is anything in particular you would like some more information on. Please let me know, Mrs Bone 

 
 

 



 
MAD Science club! 

MAD Science will be coming into school on Wednesday morning to run an assembly for Key Stage 2 pupils, as they 
will be running an after-school club, due to start on Mondays in the Summer term.  If you are interested in your child 
joining the club, all the details of how to sign your child up are written below.   This will be available for Years 3-6 
only initially, but if this proves popular, we will look to open it up to Infant pupils.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  





  



 


