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2016-2017 Term dates: 
 
Monday 31 October – Tuesday 20

 
December 2016 

 
Thursday 5 January – Friday 10

 
February 2017 

Monday 20 February – Monday 31 March 2017 
 
Wednesday 19 April – Friday 26 May 2017 
Monday 5 June – Friday 21 July 2017 
 
INSET DAYS: 
Wednesday 4 January 2017 
Tuesday 18

th
 April 2017 

 

www.williamhardingschool.co.uk 
 

Our current RRSA articles are: 
12, 13 and 14 

A right to give an opinion, to be listened to, to find things out and share what you think with 
others unless it harms or offends.  A right to choose your own religion and beliefs with help 

from parents. 
Article 12 

You have the right to give your opinion, and for adults to listen and take it seriously. 
Article 13 

You have the right to find out things and share what you think with others, by talking, drawing, 
writing or in any other way unless it harms or offends other people. 

Article 14 
You have the right to choose your own religion and beliefs.  Your parents should help you decide 

what is right and wrong, and what is best for you.  
 
 

Dates to note: 
Monday 7

th
 November  Year 6 Bletchley Park trip 

Tuesday  8
th

 November   Parent’s Evening 
Wednesday 9

th
 November  Parent’s Evening 

Thursday 10
th

 November  Parent’s Evening 
Friday 11

th
 November Photos (individual and sibling) 

Tuesday 15
th

 November  Book Fair 
Wednesday 16

th
 November Book Fair 

Thursday 17
th

 November  Book Fair 
Monday 21

st
 November  Mufti Day for Xmas Fair 

Thursday 24
th

 November Harvest Festival  
Friday 2

nd
 December Xmas Discos 

 R - Yr 3 5.30-6.30pm 
 Yr 4 - 6 6.45-8pm 
Saturday 3

rd
 December  Xmas Fair 

Tuesday 13
th

 December Christmas Play Yrs 4-6 
Thursday 15

th
 December Christmas Play Yrs 4-6 

Tuesday 20
th

 December Last day of term 
Thursday 5

th
 January School reopens 

Monday 1
st

 March   Secondary School Allocations 
Monday 27

th
 March  River Dart Residential Trip leave 

Friday 31
st  

March   River Dart Residential Trip return 
Monday 8

th
 May   Year 6 testing week  

 
 

William Harding had 
another winner this 

week! 



Pupil Voice: 
You may hear your child talking about pupil Voice, Smarter School Councils or Class 
Meetings this week.  We have been looking to develop our School Council in order to be 
more effective, as well as involve all pupils.  We also wanted to use the principles of the 
RRSA within this system and it started this week. Our Class Meetings will be held, in the first 
instance, fortnightly on a Tuesday.  Each class will follow a set meeting formula and discuss 
a question that affects the whole school, they discuss in small groups and then feedback; 
having one vote per group to give their opinion and feed into the whole school decision 
making process.  Each meeting will have a pupil chairing the meeting and a pupil taking 
notes/completing the form. 
Our first question was ‘What should the whole school theme for our Christmas displays be? 
Pupils had the choice of: 

 Christmas through History,  

 Christmas Jumpers,  

 Christmas around the world 

 Christmas through the window 
The winning response and theme for our Art Days and subsequent Christmas displays will 
be: Christmas Jumpers! 
 
Also running alongside the class meetings are our Action Teams.  These give more power to 
the children through organising activities and addressing issues that arise in the school.  We 
already have three action groups running in the school at the moment, these have all been 
at the instigation of the pupils’ and are organised by themselves with a supporting staff 
sponsor.  The action groups currently running are Children In Need, Remembrance Poppy 
selling and a Halloween Charity fundraiser. 
 
 

Children In Need: 
As mentioned previously, we have an action group 
planning our Children In Need fundraising activities to be 
held in the week beginning 14th November; this will 
include a cake sale, themed mufti day, raffle and guess the 
sweets in a jar activity.  The action group will be informing 
the children in assemblies next week and more 
information for parents will follow in next week’s Herald. 

 
 
Poppy Appeal: 
Our Action Group for poppy selling have been planning carefully the organisation of this.  As 
a school we are supporting the Poppy Appeal by selling poppies and official merchandise to 
all pupils, from Reception to Year 6, starting on Tuesday 8th November until Friday 11th 
November.  
Please send money in a named envelope, so if in the event, it is 
misplaced we can return it easily. 
The suggested price list for items is shown below: 
Friendship bracelet £1 
Slap Rulers £1 
Wristbands 50p 
LED torches £1 
Reflectors 50p 
 
  



WHSA MUFTI day: 
We have altered this MUFTI day as it clashed with the above 
Children in Need fundraising.  The WHSA MUFTI day will now 
be held on Monday 21st November 2016; no money 
donations are needed but instead donations of Sweets, 
Chocolate or a bottle, which will be used for the tombola at 
the Christmas Gift and Craft Fayre.  
Please can you ensure that all items are new, sealed and in 
date.  Thank you, in advance. 
 
 
Parents’ Evening Bookings: 
We have had a large number of parents using our booking system and some very positive 
feedback.  There have been a few minor issues and we are pleased to have been able to 
resolve the majority of these quickly and efficiently with your support, which we appreciate.  
The bookings close on Monday 7th November at 9.30am, if you need to make any 
alterations to appointments after this time then please contact the school office.  We are 
pleased that all of the appointments (Reception – Year 6) will be held in our new hall.  
Please access this via our new main entrance. 
 
 

Lost Property: 
Our staff have been sorting through the mountain of lost 
property and attempting to return all named belongings 
to their rightful owners.  The remaining lost property will 
be on display on each of the Parents’ Evenings (Tuesday 
8th, Wednesday 9th and Thursday 10th November), after 
this point any remaining lost property will be disposed of. 
This seems a good time to remind families to name 
everything that comes into school! 
If you do not have an appointment on these evenings you 

are still welcome to come into school to look at the lost property. 
 
 
 
Autumn Selfies - Reception 
We would like all of the children to take an 'autumn selfie' to celebrate the season of 
autumn. Please bring them into your child's class teacher so we can use them in show and 
tell over the next few Mondays. Here are some of the teachers 'autumn selfies'. 

  

http://www.whsabucks.org/


Harvest: 
Unfortunately due to the slightly delayed handover of the hall 
we postponed our Harvest festival.  We will be holding this on 
Thursday 24th November and would be grateful for any 
donations that you wish to make.  We will be passing 
donations to the Aylesbury Vineyard and The Salvation Army 
which they will be making into Christmas parcels for local 
people.  Please can you send in any donations (tinned goods, 
cereals, long life milk etc.) into school from Monday 21st 
November (Please don’t confuse them with the WHSA 
donations for Mufti day!) 
 
 

Courteous Parking: 
We would like to remind parents, again, to be considerate to our local residents when 
parking around the school site.  Our local community again has been disrupted by 
inconsiderate parking, where driveways are being blocked.  Whilst we appreciate that 
parking is limited around the school site we need to work together with our local 
community.  We promote Walk to School through our WoW scheme and badges, children 
have worked hard with this. 
Although failure to comply with the other rules of The Highway Code will not, in itself, cause 
a person to be prosecuted, The Highway Code may be used in evidence in any court 
proceedings under the Traffic Acts (see the road user and the law) to establish liability.  The 
Highway Code states that: 
Rule 239 
Use off-street parking areas, or bays marked out with white lines on the road as parking 
places, wherever possible. If you have to stop on the roadside: 

 do not park facing against the traffic flow 
Rule 242 
You MUST NOT leave your vehicle or trailer in a dangerous position or where it causes any 
unnecessary obstruction of the road. 
Rule 243 
DO NOT stop or park: 

 near a school entrance 
 at or near a bus or tram stop or taxi rank 
 opposite or within 10 metres (32 feet) of a junction, except in an authorised parking 

space 
 where the kerb has been lowered to help wheelchair users and powered mobility 

vehicles 
 in front of an entrance to a property 
 on a bend 

We continue to have complaints about inconsiderate parking by people visiting our school 
and recommend to all local residents that if they have issues with inconsiderate parking that 
they contact Bucks CC and local PCSOs. 

 
Christmas Play rehearsals Year 4-6: 
There will be no rehearsal on Thursday 10th November due to Parents’ Evening.  We will 
start rehearsals again on Thursday 17th November in the new hall.  Please collect children 
from the main entrance at 5pm.  



Brilliant Bridge Building by Billie and Lilly Year 4 
As part of our Extreme Earth topic we investigated bridges and researched into their 
structures.  Along with many others, we looked at the San Francisco Bridge, London Tower 
Bridge and the Millennium Bridge.  Firstly, we learnt about how they were built, what 
materials were used for them, and then we tried to work out why some were better in 
extreme weather than others.  The class brought in loads of boxes, bottles, lollipop sticks, 
straws and other materials.  After we had looked at ways of joining, stretching and 
strengthening, we were set the challenge to design and build our own earthquake proof 
bridge.  It was great fun and really enjoyable.   Our problem-solving skills were pushed to 
the limit!  In spite of some frustrations, most of us were pleased with our finished results.  
You can see some examples below. 
We tested it by using model cars and shaking chairs or using a moving trolley to simulate the 
earthquake.  Finally we looked at ways of improving this next time. 

        
 


