
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
  

Term School opens on the morning 
of: 

School closes on the afternoon 
of: 

Autumn Monday 30 October 2017 Tuesday 19 December 2017 

Spring 
Thursday 4 January 2018 Friday 9 February 2018 

Monday 19 February 2018 Thursday 29 March 2018 

Summer 
Monday 16

 
April 2018 Friday 25 May 2018 

Monday 4 June 2018 Tuesday 24 July 2018 

Attendance Week beginning 
30

th
 October 2017 

Class % Class % Class % Class % 

Buttercup 99.6 Foxglove 98.2 Juniper 97.2 Willow 96.5 

Honeysuckle 97.5 Snowdrop 97.3 Elder 97.5 Hawthorn 97.5 

Bluebell 96.8 Harebell 94 Cherry 97 Beech 99 

Daffodil 99.6 Rose 95.3 Lime 95.8   

Blenheim 96 Manderston 91 Windsor 94.7 Whole school 96.6 

Ascott 94.3 Chatsworth 96.3 Warwick 96.7   

Osborne 97.3 Hughenden 98.7 Dudley 98.7   

#9  
10/11/17 

 

Dates to note: 
Monday 13th November  Parents consultation booking system opens @ 0930 
Friday 17th November  Children In Need fundraising day 
Friday 17th November  School fundraising discos  
Wednesday 22nd November  Reception Magic Maths Workshop 8.45-9.45am 
Wednesday 22nd November  Family Photos  
Wednesday 22nd November  SEN Parents Evening 
Thursday 23rd November   Year 1 Curriculum Workshop - 2.45pm & 5pm 
Thursday 23rd November  Flu vaccinations for Years R - 4 
Friday 24th November  Reception Magic Maths Workshop 2-3pm 
Monday 27th November  Parents consultation booking system closes  
Wednesday 29th November  Parent Consultations (School closed to pupils) 
Friday 1st December  Xmas Art Day (wear old clothes) 
Monday 11th December   Harebell and Snowdrop Year 1 Xmas performance 9.30am 
Monday 11th December  Bluebell and Daffodil Christmas Production 1.45pm 
Tuesday 12th December  Harebell and Snowdrop Year 1 Xmas performance 9.30am 
Tuesday 12th December   Bluebell and Daffodil Christmas Production 1.45pm 
Tuesday 12th December  Christmas Play – Ebeneezer (Years 3-6) 7pm 
Wednesday 13th December  Foxglove & Rose Christmas Performances 9.30am 
Wednesday 13th December   Buttercup and Honeysuckle Christmas Production 1.45pm 
Thursday 14th December  Foxglove & Rose Christmas Performances 9.30am 
Thursday 14th December   Buttercup and Honeysuckle Christmas Production 1.45pm 
Thursday 14th December   Christmas Play – Ebeneezer (Years 3-6) 7pm  
Friday 15th December   Lime and Elder class Parent Involvement afternoon (details to follow) 
Monday 18th December  Cherry and Juniper class Parent Involvement afternoon (details to follow) 
Monday 18th December  Carols around the tree 
Tuesday 19th December  School closes for Christmas holidays @ 3.15pm/3.30pm 
Friday 12th January   Deadline for paper applications for reception September 2018  
Monday 15th January   3pm Deadline for online applications for reception September 2018 
Monday 16th April 2018   National offer day for starting school. 

 Staff in-service days will take place on: 

 Wednesday 29th November  
(Parent Consultations will be held on this day),  
 

 Wednesday 3rd January 2018, 
 

 Wednesday 14th March 2018, 
(Parent Consultations will be held on this day). 
 
School will be closed on Good Friday 30th March 2018 and Bank 
Holiday Monday 7th May 2018. 

https://www.thegivingmachine.co.uk/causes/william-harding-combined-school


 
 

Year Group News: 
Here is our section of the Harding Herald where year groups will give you a short overview of what they 
have been getting up to!  Hopefully this will provide some conversation starting points for the dinner 
table! 
 

Pre School – This week at Pre-school, we have been talking about Remembrance Day. We have been making 
playdough poppies and decorating our own poppies. We will be attending the Remembrance Day assembly at main 
school on Friday morning. We have also been talking about Bonfire night and firework safety. We enjoyed our trip to 
Reception last Friday in our spooky outfits. 
As the weather is now getting colder, please could we ask that you send your child in with a warm coat. Please can 
we ask that coats, hats, bags, and any other items that belong to your child are clearly labelled with your child's 
name, so that they can be easily found when needed. 
 
Reception – Reception have had a wonderful week and have made fantastic choices.   
They have been thinking about Remembrance Day and people that are important to them who they do not see, as 
well as the soldiers that died in the wars. They made poppies to lay in the Reception garden and were really 
respectful. They took part in a whole school assembly and the 2 minutes silence and made us proud with their 
conduct. 
Next week we are having a week of kindness and it is worlds nursery rhyme week where we will do a new nursery 
rhyme each day. There will be a letter to follow regarding kindness week. 
 
Year 1 – Apologies for the omission last week: 
There have been Superheroes in Year 1 this week! We have started the 

new half term off with a on our Superhero Day. The children really 
enjoyed dressing up as a variety of Superheroes, talking and writing about 
their powers and how they could use them for good, acting out super 
power moves and working as part of a super hero team. We have started 
to look at comic strips and are looking forward to drawing and writing our 
own. The children have also been really excited about the new playground 
equipment- watching the builders set it up, step by step. We can't wait to 
use it soon! 
You should have received your children's next steps. Please support them 
at home to practise their next steps and we will be working on these 
within school. 
 

This week in Year 1 we have been talking about heroes and villains and which we would rather be. Everyone said 
they would rather be a hero so they can help and save people. We have been busy making clay models of super 
heroes in super poses - the teachers have been very impressed with the quality of the 3D models! We have also been 
reading and writing about 'Supertato' and how he saves the day from the evil green pea! Everyone has been 
concentrating really hard to write careful and accurate sentences.  
 

Year 2 – This week we have been exploring 2d and 3d shapes learning about their properties and how we can 
describe them. In Literacy and Language we have had great fun analysing shape poems that are written in kennings, 
we chose our favourite poem and are getting ready to perform them to each other in small groups. Some of us have 
even memorised the poems! In our project lessons we explored how to make towers. We experimented with how to 
build them, working on strengthening their bases to make them more stable and as tall as possible. 
Dates for your diary   
Year two Christmas Parent involvement afternoons.  
Friday 15th December pm- Lime and Elder classes.  
Monday 18th December pm - Cherry and Juniper classes. Details to follow 
 
 



Year 3 – A busy week! In maths we have been working on fractions. In Literacy and Language we have been working 
in pairs to produce leaflets for holiday destinations and these are now complete. On top of that we have been 
analysing the qualities necessary to make a hero or villain, we found this needed lots of careful thinking and 
discussion. 
 
Year 4 - This week Year 4 produced laptops to demonstrate their understanding of the topic 'Misty Mountain Sierra' , 
which together with their project learning books and 3-D models, they presented to their parents during Thursday 
afternoon.  Whilst during maths, the children read and plotted coordinates in the first quadrant. 
 
Year 5 – Year 5 have been looking at the solar system as part of their new project learning entitled 'Stargazers'.  They 

have also been studying dilemma stories in literacy and language and short division in maths. 

Year 6 - This week Year 6 took part in a technology workshop run by Next Thing Education.  They brought with them 
cutting edge technology providing the children with an unforgettable learning experience.  Pupils had taster sessions 
in:  

 virtual reality where they went on a rollercoaster ride 
 robot programming where they used block-based programming to make a robot (Jimu) dance 
 DJ controllers where they were able to mix 2 songs together and apply a variety of effects. 

The children LOVED the workshop and really were buzzing afterwards.  Please see below some photos of the 
sessions. 

Clubs: 
When your child has committed to attend a club (choir, football, Xmas play rehearsals etc.) it is vital that if your child 
is not going to attend the club you advise the office in advance, unfortunately precious "club time" and “staff time” 
is spent calling parents of those pupils that have not arrived at the club to ascertain their whereabouts.   
 
Remembrance: 
Thank you for your support with our British Legion collections this year.  We held our annual remembrance assembly 
today, with all children from Reception to Year 6 in attendance.  Mr Hughes led the assembly and told the story of 
Jack Cornwell, remembered for his gallantry at the Battle of Jutland.  We had readings from some Year 6 children and 
beautiful singing from our choir.  Children were impeccably behaved throughout the assembly and our two minute 
silence. 

  
 
  



 
Children In Need fundraising: 
The house ambassadors have been working hard to organise fundraising activities for 
Children In Need.   
 
We would be grateful for any cakes to sell at the cake sale on Tuesday 14th November.  Please 
send them into school on Tuesday morning, please ensure that they are fully labelled with all 
ingredients and also name and class if the tins need returning. 
 
The outline of the fundraising activities is shown below: 

 

Parent’s Evening Booking System: 
The booking system for Reception to Year 6 appointments goes live on Monday 13th November at 9.30am and closes 
on Monday 27th November at 3pm.  Details of how to log into the system are attached.   
 
Jack and the Beanstalk Panto: 
We still have a considerable number of outstanding contributions for this and many permission slips not returned.  
We will need these on Monday in order for those pupils to be able to watch the performance. 

Tuesday 14th November 
through to 
Thursday 16th November 

Year 2 to Year 6 Guess 
the famous faces 

20p per entry 
 

During lunch in Little Owls 
Room 

Tuesday 14th November 
through to 
Thursday 16th November 

All Year Groups  
 Guess the position of 
the treasure 

20p per guess 
 

During lunchtimes in the 
Infant and Junior buildings 
(room tbc) 

Tuesday 14th November 
After school from 3.15pm 

Cake Sale 
(please send any cake 
donations in on Tuesday 
morning)  

Donations Outside the Main Entrance 

Friday 17th November 

Mufti Day with a 
cartoon character 
theme (or just mufti!) 
 

£1 minimum  
donation 
 

Whole School 


