
 Year 6 Newsletter - Spring Term 2nd half 2019 
 
Dear families, 
 
We hope all enjoyed the sunshine during the half term break! 
 
We are very much looking forward to the term ahead; we have exciting new topics planned as well as 
our residential and activities week.  Please see below for further details. 
 
Maths 
Our main focus will be: 

 Fraction, decimals and percentages  

 Ratio and proportion 

 Written methods for addition and subtraction 

 Written methods for multiplication and division 
We will also be revisiting: 

 Nets of 3D shapes 

 Rounding 

 Prime numbers 

 Square numbers 

 Angles 
Maths groups may change following assessments; this helps us to meet the needs of individual children. 
 
English  
During our whole class reading sessions we will continue to read Goodnight Mister Tom, which the 
children are thoroughly enjoying. Through this book study we will continue to develop the children’s 
comprehension skills with a particular focus on inference and deduction.  
 
In our SPaG lessons we will be looking at: 

 tenses including the past perfect form 

 apostrophes for possession 

 the use of semi-colons, colons and dashes  
 
In our English writing lessons we will be learning how to write: 

 a balanced argument 

 an explanation text 

 a short story using suspense techniques 
 
We will also continue to work on the year 5 and 6 spellings. 
 
Science 

Our new Science topic will be ‘Everything Changes’. In this unit children build on their knowledge of 

living things and how they are adapted to particular environments. They are introduced to the idea that 

variation in organisms can result in the species becoming better adapted to its environment and that 

the process of natural selection, over a long period of time, leads to evolution. 

 
 
 



  
Project / Art 
We are really excited about the next part of our WW2 project as the children will be taking part in some 
wonderful art activities. We will be begin by evaluating the art work of Adolf Hitler. The children will 
then be developing their sketching techniques before sketching part of a WW2 aircraft. Each child will 
contribute to a whole class picture which will displayed in the classrooms. 
 
P.E. 
Our focus will be dance and tag rugby. Within these lessons there will be an emphasis on leadership 
skills which links to our school value this half term, honesty. 
 
The children will need to ensure they have their full P.E. kit: black/blue shorts, white T shirt, trainers 
and tracksuit bottoms for the colder months.  Children should not wear jewellery to school on PE days. 
In the case of earrings that cannot be taken out (ears pierced within the last 6 weeks), these must be 
taped over.   
 
Homework  
Please remember homework is a joint effort and we ask you to support us in ensuring pupils 
understand that homework is important and supports learning in school.  Please ensure your child 
completes homework and inform us when this is not possible.  As part of the newsletter you will see 
a homework grid  - the * are tasks that must be completed.  Each week your child can choose which 
piece to complete - any work should be completed in the homework book if possible.  The tasks are 
differentiated and bespoke for the pupils, 'Must' is the easier option, 'Should' is the next level and 
'Could' is the most difficult.  If you are ensure as to which your child should be completing please speak 
with your class teacher.  
 
Our expectation for homework in our year group is as follows;   
Homework and spellings are sent home on a Thursday and due in for the following Tuesday.    

 Reading – 30 minutes and above 

 Spelling lists  

 Extra Homework may also be set to support the progress of children towards their end of Year 
SATS such as holiday projects, PIXL comprehensions, My Maths and Maths  
 
Reading 
Pupils should be reading regularly at home, both independently and with an adult. This week children 
will be given new Reading Records which will be monitored in school. Every child will have their own 
monster icon on a our exciting new class Dojo app. Children will be awarded up to 3 points per week for 
reading at home at least 3 times in that week; for completing a book from the year 6 recommended 
reads and for keeping both their book and reading record in excellent condition. The class with the 
most points at the end of each term will receive a reward. 
 
When listening to your child read, stop every once in a while and ask them what they think is going to 
happen next. When it is finished, ask if they could think of a better ending or anything that would have 
improved it. The children have been learning about inference style questions; they could ask their own 
questions for someone else to answer, e.g. how do you think the character is feeling? How do you 
know? 
 
 
 



 Reading Recommendation 
 
You will receive a recommended reading list in your children’s new Reading record. 
 
l In Guy Jones’ debut, ‘The Ice Garden’, we are introduced to Jess, who is allergic to sunlight and cannot 
go out in the daylight unless she is “Full Hat” – swathed in fabric from head to toe. Stealing out one 
night for an illicit walk, she discovers a garden made entirely of ice, and a boy, Owen, who becomes her 
first friend – but the garden, though beautiful, is both threatening and threatened, and Jess soon faces 
a painful choice. 
 
[A] delicately constructed debut… Elegant, assured, sad and hilarious 
Imogen Russell Williams, Guardian Review 

 
Clubs 
In our year group we are pleased to offer a range of clubs this half term - on offer will be: 

 Dye-Sublimation printing Club, run by Mrs Miles - Wednesday lunchtimes  

  Chess Club, run by Mr Winyard – (Lunchtime TBC starting WC 4.3.19) 

 Girls football, run by Mr Stallwood – Monday 3:30-4:30 

 Boys Football run by Mr Culverhouse – Tuesday 3:30-4:30 

 Cross Country run by Mr Culverhouse – Wednesday lunchtimes 

 
Year 6 Residential 
There will be a ‘Final reminders’ letter going out next week to all children going on our residential to the 
River Dart. We are also currently planning an exciting activities week for those children who are staying 
in school, details to follow. 
 
If you have any questions about the information on this newsletter please ask your child’s class teacher. 
 
Don’t forget that you can now follow us on Twitter @WHSYear6! We now have 39 followers...help us 
make it to 50 followers by Easter! 
 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
Mrs Miles, Miss Robinson, Mr Winyard and Mrs Bojarski 
The Year 6 Team 
 
        



 The word lists for year 5 and 6 are statutory. The lists are a mixture of word pupils frequently use in 
their writing and those which they often misspell.  

    
 

  

 

 

 



 

 


