
 Reception Newsletter - Autumn Term 1st half 2019 
 
Dear families, 
 
The purpose of this newsletter is to provide you with information and reminders which we hope you 
and your child will find useful. 

 In our year group this term we will have the following adults; 
 
Honeysuckle – Miss Hubbard, Miss Blane and Miss Armour 
Daffodil – Miss Brown, Mrs Wright and Mr Connolly 
Bluebell – Miss Moffat, Mr Waller and Mrs Underwood 
Buttercup – Miss Lee, Miss Smyth and Miss Page 
Working within Reception we also have Mrs Edmonds (Lead TA) and Mrs Charlton who will be working 
with all classes. 
 
We are delighted to meet our new children and their families as they begin their journey at William 
Harding School. So far, the children are settling in and beginning to find their feet in Reception.   
 
What is Reception all about? 
In Reception we work from a document called Development Matters which is used for children from 
birth to the end of the Reception year. This has descriptors that say what children should be able to do 
at certain ages. The different areas of learning are; 

 Personal, Social and Emotional Development 

 Physical Development 

 Communication and Language 

 Literacy 

 Mathematics 

 Understanding the world 

 Expressive Arts and design 
At William Harding, we pride ourselves on offering a wide range of adult-led and child-initiated 
opportunities for children, by ensuring we reflect all the areas of learning both inside and outside in our 
environment. 
This develops and changes over the year, depending on the cohort, as well as the time of year. We do 
regular reviews of the environment to ensure they are always highly effective and responsive to the 
needs of the pupils. 
 
The first few weeks 
There will be lots of choosing time as the children get to know us, the classroom and their peers. 
More adult-directed time will come in when the children are ready. 
In the first few weeks the children will be assessed for our baseline. This will tell us their starting 
point in school. This isn’t going to be stressful for the children – it is not different to what we 
would ordinarily do! 
 
Things to remember 
The children will need to; 

 Have their hair tied up (with no excessive accessories) 

 Have a named water bottle (2 bottle will be required if they are packed lunches) 

 Have spare pants and a carrier bag 



  P.E. kit (named!) 

 Coat that is named. Please ensure the children have a coat all year round (even if it looks like its 
going to be a sunny day!) 

 Book bag 
 
Donations 
 
In Reception we use a lot of different materials for art activities and junk modelling. We are asking for 
donations of the following items to help us to further enhance the children’s learning. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We are also asking for donations of items such as; 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Any donations would be greatly appreciated. 
 
What’s next? 
 
As we progress through the term, we will begin to have some Maths and English lessons as well as 
beginning to do PE lessons.  
In Maths lessons, we will be focusing on counting, recognising numerals and shapes. In English lessons, 
children will begin to recognise the initial sounds in words and focus on using the correct pencil grip for 
accurate letter formation.  
 
Please ensure that you keep good communication with your child’s class teacher and if there are any 
worries and concerns please let us know. We are here to help! 

 
We look forward to a super term ahead.  
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
 
Miss Hubbard, Miss Brown, Miss Moffat and Miss Lee 
Class teachers  
     

 boxes  

 yoghurt pots 

 corks 

 bottle lids 

 cotton wool 
 corn flour 

 feathers 

 googly eyes 

 flour 

 table salt 

 oil 
 shaving foam 

 Baby wipes 

 Toilet wipes 

 Nappy sacks 

 Washing up liquid 

 Hand soap 

 Kitchen roll 

 tissues 

 any spares school uniform  
 Spare knickers/pants 


