
 Year 3 Newsletter - Spring 2 2019  
 
Dear families, 
 
Welcome back, we hope that you had a wonderful break. As you are aware, the purpose of this letter is to provide 
you with information and reminders which we hope you and child will find useful. 
 
Staffing  
In our year group this term we will have the following adults: 
Miss Baldwin (Year 3 Phase Leader and Beech class teacher)      Mr Bolton (Rowan class) 
Mrs Loch and Mrs Welsh (Hawthorn class)    Mr Stallwood (Willow class)  
Mr Wright (Beech class Wednesdays and Thursdays)  
 
 
Teaching Assistants:   
Mrs Savage (Lead TA)       Mrs Bickmore (Rowan)     Mrs Ludlow (Willow)      
Mrs Peverall (Beech)        Mrs Sharp (Hawthorn)      Miss Wells (Hawthorn)       
 
Maths 
Our focus will be on developing the children’s understanding of multiplication and division. As part of this, the 
children will learn the written methods to use when solving problems involving these operations.  
 
For multiplication the children will learn to use the grid method and the bus stop method for short division. In 
addition to this, the children will learn the methods and use these to solve problems and puzzles presented in 
different ways.  
   
E.g 12 x 4 = 48                                                                                       96 ÷ 3 = 32                                                                                                                                                                                                 
 

 
 
Our next unit of work will focus on money. The children will learn to calculate different totals, using their knowledge 
and understanding of the four operations ( +, - x and ÷).  
 
English  
Our English this half term will be based around the novel Charlotte’s Web. As part of this, the children will write a 
range of different text types including stories, persuasive letters and instructions.  During these sessions the children 
will continue to broaden their vocabulary, ensuring their sentences are accurately punctuated and will continue to 
learn how to vary the length of their sentences for effect.  
 
Science 
During science lessons, the children will explore how forces can make objects start to move, speed up, slow down or 
change direction. The children will compare how things move on different surfaces. In addition to this, they will learn 
that some forces need contact between two objects, but that magnetic forces can act at a distance. When working 
scientifically, children will compare and group together a variety of everyday materials on the basis of whether they 
are attracted to a magnet. They will carry out comparative and fair tests to investigate the strength of magnets and 
how objects move on different surfaces. They will make predictions as to whether two magnets will attract or repel 
each other, depending on which poles are facing. 

 

 



 History  
This half term we will be learning about the Greeks. As part of this unit, the children will be learning about the 
history of Ancient Greece. They will learn about Athens and Sparta what life was like in Greece during the reign of 
the Greeks. In addition to this, they will learn about the Persian wars and the battles of Marathon and Thermopyla.  
 
Portals from the past  
As part of our enrichment, we are delighted to have a visitor from Portals of the Past.  This workshop will take place 
on Tuesday 5th March and we are asking for a voluntary contribution of £5.00 per pupil. Please ensure the form is 
completed and the payment reaches the office by Friday 1st March.  
If you have any artefacts or photographs about Greece please feel free to send these in with your child.   
 
P.E. 
Our focus during indoor PE lessons this term is dance. During these sessions the children will learn to create and link 
a range of rhythmic dance phrases, moving appropriately to the mood of the music. During outdoor PE sessions the 
children will continue working on their skills in tag rugby and netball. As part of this, they will understand how to 
pass, intercept the ball and move into space when completing simple drills and games.  
 
 
PE Lessons will take place on the following days: 
Beech –       Mondays  and Thursdays  
Hawthorn –Tuesdays and Thursday  
Rowan –      Mondays  and Fridays  
Willow –     Thursday and Wednesdays  
 
The children will need to ensure they have their full P.E. kit: shorts, t-shirt, long jogging bottoms, sweatshirt, t-shirt, 
socks and plimsolls/ trainers.  Children must be able to remove and replace earrings independently.  If your child has 
only just had their ears pierced they will need to bring in medical tape to cover their earrings themselves. 
 
Homework  
Please remember homework is a joint effort and we ask you to support us in ensuring pupils understand that 
homework is important and supports learning in school.  Please ensure your child completes homework and inform 
us when this is not possible.  As part of the newsletter you will see a homework grid; the * are tasks that must be 
completed.  Each week your child can choose which piece to complete - any work should be completed in the 
homework book, if necessary please print a picture off to show something you have created.  The tasks are 
differentiated and bespoke for the pupils, 'Must' is the easier option, 'Should' is the next level and 'Could' is the most 
difficult.  If you are unsure as to which your child should be completing, please speak with your class teacher.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



 Homework grid  
 

 
 
 
Year 3 expectations 
Homework and spellings will be sent home on a Thursday and are due in for the following Thursday.  

 Reading (20 minutes daily). This must be recorded in the reading diary.  

 Weekly spellings (tested on Thursdays)  

 Cracking times tables  

 Occasional research 
 
 
Reading Rocks  
Pupils should be reading regularly at home, both independently and with an adult. This week children will be given 
new Reading Records which will be monitored in school. Every child will have their own monster icon on a our 
exciting new class Dojo app. Children will be awarded up to 3 points per week for reading at home at least 3 times in 
that week; for completing a book from the year 3 recommended reads and for keeping both their book and reading 
record in excellent condition. The class with the most points at the end of each term will receive a reward. 

 
Clubs 
This half term the following clubs will be on offer: 
 

Sign Language    Monday lunchtime  
Board games      Tuesday lunchtime 
Cross Country     Wednesday lunchtimes 
Computer club    Friday lunchtime  

 
Personal belongings 
Please can we remind you of the importance in labelling every item of your child’s clothing so we are able to find and 
return any lost items.  At this time of the year please can you ensure that your child comes into school with a coat on 



 a daily basis. Children are expected to wear black shoes. If your child wears boots to school, they must have a change 
of footwear as part of our school uniform policy. 
 
As you are aware it is an expectation that the children bring in their own pencil case, equipped with the appropriate 
stationery.  Please ensure that the relevant items are replenished if necessary. A copy of the stationery list is 
available in the Year 3 section of the school website and school shop is open every Wednesday at 12:35pm.  
 
Water bottles and snacks  
Please ensure your child has a named water bottle with them every day. It is important for children to stay hydrated 
as part of their general wellbeing.  As you are aware, children can bring in a snack for break time. This can be either a 
piece of fruit or vegetables. Some of our children do have nut allergies so please ensure that your child’s packed 
lunch does not contain nuts.  
 
 
Thank you very much for your continued support. 
 
Miss Baldwin, Mr Bolton, Mrs Loch, Mr Stallwood, Mrs Welsh and Mr Wright 

 

Year 3 timetables  
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