
 Year 1 Newsletter – Spring Term 2 2019 
 
Dear families, 
 
We are now half way through this academic year and are looking forward to the second half of the 
spring term. We have lots of exciting activities planned and are eager to see how the children develop 
and progress over the next few weeks.   
 
In our year group this term will have the following adults; Mrs Willis, Miss Bird, Miss Hubbard and Miss 
Day are the class teachers, with Mrs Craker teaching some of the lessons. We welcome Mr Palmer, our 
PE specialist teacher. We are lucky to have the support from our teaching assistants; Mrs Fifoot, Mr 
Archer, Mrs Underwood, Miss Neville, Mrs Foulkes, Mrs Hodgman, Miss Simms, Mr Lambourne and Mrs 
Bazeley who all work in various classes. 
 
Maths 
Our focus will be measuring mass and weight as well as capacity, addition and subtraction of numbers 
bonds, number patterns including 2s, 5s and 10s, and halving and sharing.  
 
English  
Our focus in reading lessons will be reading traditional tales and looking at different characters as well 
as reading words with suffixes, ‘ing’, ‘ed’, ‘er’ and ‘est’.  In writing skills we will be learning how to spell 
and write words using the suffixes. We will be developing our stamina for writing, by creating longer 
sentences by adding conjunctions. We will use story language when rewriting traditional tales.  
 
Science 
Our focus will be learning about the seasons and observing seasonal changes and changes in the 
weather.     
 
Primary Knowledge Curriculum 
This half term we will be teaching Geography and Art through our ‘Over the Rainbow’ project. We will 
be learning about map reading skills in Geography and colours in Art.   
 
P.E. 
We will be developing balancing through jumping in different ways through a story based theme. We 
will also be working on ball skills, controlling, passing and dribbling with our hands and our feet. 
 
Reading 
Children are expected to read for at least 10 minutes every evening to an adult, and it is vital that this 
happens regularly. The children will need to record the details of their book and the pages they have 
read on that day.  It is helpful if parents can comment on their child’s reading in the box provided. 
Please remind children that their reading books and reading record books should be in school every 
day, as adults in school will use these to record reading within school. On Monday we will be launching 
our ‘Reading Rocks’ initiative where children can earn Dojo points for reading regularly, choosing books 
form the book lists and taking care of the books, including their new reading record books. We also 
advise that children have bedtime stories read to them regularly, by an adult to support children’s 
language skills and development of their vocabulary. Each class has their own ‘Bedtime Story’ book bag, 
which children take turns in turns to take it home and read with their families.  
 



 Clubs 
In our year group we are pleased to offer a range of clubs this half term - on offer will be Board Games 
club on Tuesday lunchtimes with Miss Hubbard in Foxglove classroom, starting on Tuesday 5th March 
and Art Club with Mrs Fifoot on Thursdays after school until 4pm (starting 14th March letter to follow).  
 
Homework  
Please remember homework is a joint effort and we ask you to support us in ensuring pupils 
understand that homework is important and supports learning in school.  Please ensure your child 
completes homework and inform us when this is not possible.  As part of the newsletter you will see 
a homework grid  - the * are tasks that must be completed.  Each week your child can choose which 
piece to complete - any work should be completed in the homework book if possible.  The tasks are 
differentiated and bespoke for the pupils, 'Must' is the easier option, 'Should' is the next level and 
'Could' is the most difficult.  If you are unsure as to which your child should be completing please speak 
with your class teacher.  
 
Our expectation for homework in our year group is as follows;  
 

Homework and spellings are sent home on a Friday and due in for the following Friday. 

 Reading – All children will be given a reading book and reading diary.  Books will be taken home 
daily and at weekends with an expectation that they will be shared/read with/to.  Parents are 
invited to write comments in the reading diary. 10 – 15 minutes daily. 

 Children will occasionally be encouraged to find out information, bring in books or object of 
interest or a similar related task pertaining to the study being carried out. 

 Weekly spellings – these are the words of the week and consist of the Year 1 common tricky 
words. 

 Number bonds – these are the numbers of the week 

 Optional My maths 

 Choose from the grid as explained above 

 
Extras 
Please ensure your child has a named water bottle with them every day (extra to their lunch drink). It is 
important for children to stay hydrated as part of their general wellbeing. As part of promoting healthy 
lifestyle only water is allowed in classroom water bottles.  
 
Please do not hesitate to contact us via the school office if you or your child has any worries or 
concerns. For non-urgent matters, it is usually easier to catch us at the end of the school day rather 
than at the beginning.   
 
We look forward to another busy half term ahead.  
 
Yours sincerely 
 
Mrs Willis, Miss Bird, Miss Hubbard and Miss Day. 

 

 



 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 

 

 



 



   


